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Open Space in New Jersey  

HIGHLANDS 
ADVOCATES 



NJ Highlands Water Resources 

ÅHighlands provide 
some or all drinking 
water to 5.4 million 
New Jerseyans  

ÅΨΦϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ 
population! 

 

ÅNJ has the 4th lowest 
cost of water in the 
nation  



Other Highlands Treasures 

ÅVast unbroken forests 

 

Å137 Rare, Threatened, & 
Endangered Plant and 
Animal Species 

 

ÅRich history associated with 
Native Americans, Farming, 
and Iron Industries 

 

ÅRecreation 

 

ÅScenic beauty 

 

 

 

Credit: Land Conservancy of NJ 



Open Space in New Jersey 

ÅGreen Acres Program created in 
1961  

Å13 state-wide referendums passed 
to allocate $13b which protected 
650,000 acres of open space and 
provided hundreds of outdoor 
recreational facilities 

 

ÅIn 2009, voters approved the Green 
Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain 
Protection, and Farmland and 
Historic Preservation Bond Act for 
$24 million  

ÅThat funding has all been allocated 


