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Highlands Council was ignored 

The report from Gov. Chris Christie’s transition committee on state authorities may be well-
intentioned, but it is a disaster on multiple levels.  

The transition team committee on state authorities was charged with reviewing the operations of 
state authorities, including the Highlands Council, and providing recommendations to the 
governor. Regardless of one’s personal opinion of the Highlands Act and the Highlands Council, it 
was incumbent upon the transition team to do its homework before presenting its reports.  

In this case, the committee did not interview John Weingart, the former chairman of the 
Highlands Council, or Jack Schrier, the acting chairman, both of whom were on the council since 
its inception and both of whom have a great deal of institutional knowledge to share. In fact, the 
committee did not interview a single member of the Highlands Council. The committee did not 
interview Eileen Swan, the executive director of the Highlands Council or any of her staff. The 
committee did not ask for input from Highlands stakeholders. The New Jersey Highlands Coalition 
was not asked for its input (even though it was offered, unsolicited), and neither were the 
landowners’ groups, as far as I can tell. No member of the Highlands Council or any stakeholder 
group was made a member of the transition committee dealing with the Highlands. I consider 
that a glaring shortfall for an issue as contentious and important as the Highlands.  

Although reasonable minds can disagree on Highlands issues, a reasonable committee would 
have done its homework instead of offering our new governor a report that is unsupported by 
substantive research and is worth little more than gossip. If the governor is looking for gossip 
and innuendo, I recommend he pick up a copy of the National Inquirer.  

If he’s looking for helpful recommendations on the Highlands, I recommend he burn this report 
and start over. Start by talking to people who know the Highlands. 

William S. Kibler, Flemington (New Jersey Highlands Coalition Board Member) 
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