
 

 

Holt, Sworen votes on Highlands plan were after much 
thought  

By Hunterdon County Democrat  

February 03, 2010, 1:22PM 

To the Editor: This letter is in response to Louis Reiner’s Jan. 23 letter. He says Freeholders 
Holt and Sworen’s vote to conform Hunterdon County’s Preservation Area to the Regional 
Master Plan was made out of blind allegiance to upholding their oaths of office and following 
the law.  

I have no doubt that if they truly believed that conformance was so contrary to their beliefs, 
they would have voted otherwise. I believe their votes were deliberate and in the best interest 
of citizens. 

The saber rattling by a minority has become even more frenzied in this time of transition. The 
fact is, regional planning works, as we’ve seen in the Pinelands. It’s has been proven that 
without a regional plan, the water supply that half the state relies on would be at risk.  

The plan is a benefit to both the people of the Highlands and the people of our state. This is 
evidenced by the number of municipalities that are working with the Highlands Council to fully 
conform both their preservation and planning areas. 

Programs are in place to compensate landowners. The Garden State Preservation Trust has 
been re-funded to continue Green Acres and Farmland Preservation programs for which 
conforming municipalities get priority funding. The Highlands Development Credit Bank is up 
and running. It is true that these programs are not yet funded to the levels that we’d like, 
however, a good regional master plan should not be abandoned because of a downturn in the 
economy. We all look forward to an economic upswing so these programs can more quickly 
accomplish their goals. 

There are greater issues at stake in preserving the Highlands that benefit the majority of 
citizens rather than the self interests of a loud and bullying few.  

In my opinion, Freeholders Holt and Sworen voted with this understanding. 

ELLIOTT RUGA 
 
Program Coordinator 
New Jersey Highlands Coalition 
Boonton  
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