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foliage at the Monksville Reservoir in West Milford. environmentalists are worried a 

proposed pipeline would disturb forested land in ecologically sensitive areas of Highlands 

watersheds, including the Monksville Reservoir.  

RINGWOOD — A project that would bring up to 1 billion cubic feet of natural gas each day 

to the Northeast but would cut through 16 miles of forests in North Jersey goes before the 

public tonight in Ringwood. 

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company is seeking federal approval for a project it says is 

necessary to meet energy demand in the region. But opponents say any new gas line could 

run along existing highways. They also question a controversial new drilling procedure to be 
used in a 34-million-acre rock bed formation stretching across several states. 

Tennessee Gas, which is already building a controversial gas line through more than 16 

miles of the forested and protected Highlands region, is publicly launching a new project 
tonight to extend both ends of the line through another 16.5 miles of North Jersey. 

The Federal Energy Regulation Commission is holding a public hearing tonight for the new 

project, called the "Northeast Upgrade." The environmental impact hearing is 7 p.m. at the 
Eleanor G. Hewitt Elementary School in Ringwood. 

The project involves another plan to increase delivery capacity along an existing, 24-inch-

thick pipeline, known as the "300 Line," by adding a new 30-inch pipe along the same route.  

The 300 Line runs through northern Pennsylvania and into Sussex, Passaic and Bergen 

counties, through the heart of the New Jersey Highlands, and Tennessee Gas won approvals 

this summer to construct what is called a "loop" or new 30-inch line, between Wantage 
Township in Sussex County and West Milford in Passaic County. 
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The upgrade being considered tonight would again follow the old, 24-inch line, but then 

extend the new 30-inch pipeline east of West Milford into Ringwood and Mahwah in Bergen 

County and extend the western end from Wantage, through Montague Township and across 
the Delaware River into Pennsylvania. 

"The Northeast Upgrade and the 300 Line, together, will add about 1 billion cubic feet per 

day of new firm capacity to New Jersey and New York customers," said Richard Wheatley, a 
spokesman for the El Paso Corporation, the parent of Tennessee Gas. 

But environmental groups, which opposed the first upgrade, plan to challenge the new plan 

at tonight’s hearing. 

Part of their objection is that Tennessee Gas will use the new lines to deliver natural gas 

drawn by fuel companies through a controversial drilling practice in the Marcellus Shale 

region — a sedimentary rock bed formation stretching from Ohio to New York and along the 
Pennsylvania side of the Delaware River to West Virginia. 

Fuel companies are trying to get at an estimated 168 trillion to 516 trillion cubic feet of 

natural gas thought to be there, but doing so requires a hydraulic fracturing process, known 

as "fracking." It involves using millions of gallons of water, mixed with chemicals, being 
pumped under high pressure deep into the earth. 

Highly contaminated wastewater is generated along with the gas. 

"Tennessee Gas wants to tap the Marcellus Shale gas and pipe it into New York City, and 

they are going to cut through every major piece of open space in the New Jersey Highlands 

and through our most significant watershed areas to do it," said Jeff Tittel of the New Jersey 
chapter of the Sierra Club. 

With gas firms competing to supply a growing energy demand in the northeast, more lines 

will cut through forested regions of the state if not controlled, he added. He contends that 
new lines, if needed, should run along major highways, such as Route 80. 

Julia Somers of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition, another environmental 

group, said new pipelines "will be a new scar across the landscape." 

 


