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Four environmental groups that had tried to stop Public Service Electric and Gas Co.'s transmission line upgrade through Morris, 
Sussex and Warren counties are taking their fight to court. (STAFF PHOTO (File))  

 
Four environmental groups that had tried to stop Public Service Electric and Gas Co.'s transmission  
line upgrade through Morris, Sussex and Warren counties are taking their fight to court. 

 
The Eastern Environmental Law Center last Friday  filed an appeal of the New Jersey Board of Public  
Utilities' approval of the proposed Susquehanna-Roseland line expansion on behalf of the Sierra  
Club, Environment New Jersey, the Highlands Coalition and New Jersey Environmental Federation.  

Appeals of state regulatory decisions are heard in  state appellate court. 

 
"The Sierra Club is going to court to get the courts to do the job that the BPU should've done," said Jeff  
Tittel, New Jersey Sierra Club director.  The environmental groups are contending that the  
BPU did not do a complete or proper review of the project, perform due diligence, which would add  
500-kilovolt lines on poles as high as 195 feet along the existing 47-mile line. Specifically, they  
claim the board did not perform due diligence or  follow proper procedures before deciding in  
February that the utility could proceed with the $750 million project. 

 
They also say the BPU did not do a proper analysis of the need for the project, take into consideration  
the environmental impacts of construction or weigh the secondary impacts of importing coal energy  
from Pennsylvania. 

 
A BPU official did not respond to a request for comment. 

 
Karen Johson, a PSE&G spokeswoman, defended the decision. 

 
"We are aware that the environmental interveners have filed an appeal," she said. "We are preparing to  
defend against the appeal and believe that there is ample evidence in the record to support the BPU's  
decision." 
  
PSE&G is awaiting final environmental permits to begin working on the eastern half of the project,  
from Hopatcong to Roseland. It hopes to begin work  this summer. The western portion, from Hopatcong  
to the Delaware River, has to await the completion of a National Park Service review because the line runs  
through the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. 

 
That is expected to take until 2012.  
 



The controversial project is being opoosed by a citizens group and was challenged in the BPU by several 
municipalities and the Montville School District. 

 
Ratepayers would foot the bill.  

 
The line crosses from Pennsylvania at the Delaware Water Gap and proceeds through Warren and  
Sussex Counties. More than half the line would traverse Morris County, through Jefferson, Rockaway  
Township, Kinnelon, Boonton Township, Montville, Parsippany and East Hanover before ending in  
Roseland. 
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