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Groups appealing power line approval 

By SETH AUGENSTEIN  

saugenstein@njherald.com  

Environmental groups are appealing the Board of Public Utilities approval of the Susquehanna-

Roseland power line.  

Four groups -- the Sierra Club's New Jersey chapter, Environment New Jersey, the Highlands 

Coalition, and the New Jersey Environmental Foundation -- filed suit Friday to oppose the 

BPU's unanimous February decision to approve the 46-mile stretch of the line crossing 

northwestern New Jersey.  

"BPU didn't do their job -- so we're going to do it for them," said Jeff Tittel, executive director of 

New Jersey's Sierra Club.  

Environmental groups and a group of municipalities opposed the PSE&G plan to double the 

height and triple the power of the existing lines to possible heights of 200 feet and 500 kV. The 

proceedings took an intermittent period of about a year, including public comments, evidentiary 

hearings and supplemental meetings at the end of the process.  

But Monday's deadline passed with only the environmental groups continuing the fight against 

the power line. The seven-town coalition towns who had intervened in the project began settling 

last month, and did not file an appeal by the deadline. Catherine Tamasik, attorney for the 

coalition, said she has not been in contact with the towns, Andover Township, Byram, Fredon, 

East Hanover, Hardwick, Montville and Parsippany-Troy Hills, since shortly after the BPU's 

decision.  

Andover, Byram, Parsippany, Montville and Roseland have all agreed to terms with PSE&G 

recently for hundreds of thousands of dollars to settle their opposition.  

Three towns settled with the power company even before the BPU decision. Stillwater, 

Hopatcong and Sparta all agreed to stay out of the fight over the line, in exchange for $392,000, 

$300,000 and $205,000, respectively.  

The sums are not available to the towns until construction begins in their area, according to the 

company.  

PSE&G and federal regulators have said brownouts could roll down the line as early as 2012 if 

the approximately $1 billion upgrade is not built.  
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The route runs 145 miles from Pennsylvania and across northwestern New Jersey along an 

existing right of way.  

The company has received an uninterrupted series of governmental approvals for the project, 

including environmental agencies. At least two more hurdles remain: the National Park Service's 

blessing to cross the Delaware Water Gap, and flood area and wetlands permits from the state 

Department of Environmental Protection.  

Last month PSE&G announced it would focus on beginning work on the 25-mile eastern portion 

of the line this summer.  

The company also said it would pursue its DEP permits for the western half crossing Sussex 

County, and leading to the Delaware Water Gap, "at a later date." 

 

 


