
 

 

Delaware River protest calls for shutdown of the Portland 

Generating Station 
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MIDDLEKAUFFCoal plant protesters hold up signs as they sail down the Delaware River toward the Columbia-Portland 

pedestrian bridge this afternoon. 
The garbled shouts of more than 30 people traveling down the Delaware River on kayaks and canoes 
grew more audible as the crowd reached the Columbia-Portland pedestrian bridge. 
"Shut Portland down!" 
 
"Hey, hey, ho, ho, dirty coal has got to go!" 

The roughly 20 watercraft that stopped beneath the pedestrian bridge about 2:30 this afternoon were 
full of people who oppose the Susquehanna-Roseland transmission line expansion and want to see the 

plug pulled on the GenOn-owned Portland Generating Station. 
 
The Coal Free Flotilla, organized by the Multi-State Alliance to Promote Lasting Energy, had traveled 
roughly 10 miles down the river from the Smithfield Beach in the Delaware Water Gap National 

Recreation Area to air their opinions. 
 
"Today was really about raising awareness and getting the word out,” said Myriam Fallon, 
Greenpeace field organizer. "We're also letting GenOn know that we’re here and we’re loud 
and we’re not going to stop until that plant is shut down." 



The public comment period for the U.S Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed reductions in 

allowable emissions has been expended to June 13. Fallon and Sierra Club organizer Christine Guhl 
said they want to take advantage of the extended deadline and drum up more support for stricter 
regulations. 

 
The EPA's proposed rule would require the coal-powered Portland Generating Station to cut sulfur 
dioxide emissions by 50 percent in 2012 and 81 percent in 2014. According to the EPA and the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, the Portland generating plant is responsible for most 
of the sulfur dioxide pollution over northwestern New Jersey. 
 
GenOn officials have said that the cost to install the equipment necessary to meet the emission 

standards, if approved, would be prohibitively expensive and might result in the entire plant's 
shutdown. 
 
But plant spokesman Mark Baird said today that an analysis of how the plant would cope with tighter 
regulations was still under way. 
 

"We're still doing analysis as to what the next steps are to that plant. Once (the 
regulations) are finalized we’ll have a better idea of what we're working with and, like I 
said, we’ll comply with whatever that may be," Baird said. 
The GenOn spokesman said he was unaware of today's protest. 
 
Elliot Ruga with the New Jersey Highlands Coalition said the group took up its chants and displayed 
anti-coal signs any time the flotilla neared the public. But the areas along the winding river devoid of 

any people offered just as useful an opportunity, according to Ruga. 
 
"We got to enjoy this tremendous resource," Ruga said. "This helps us brainstorm on how 
we can become better stewards of our land." 
 
It took the aquatic protesters about three hours to travel to their afternoon destination. Fallon said 
she was happy with the turnout. Any more boats could have been too much to handle, she said. 

"We had the exact number we wanted to make an impact and to stay safe and responsible," 
Fallon said. 

 
Guhl said those who fish and boat along the river, near enough to hear the flotilla’s cries, are among 
those who can most appreciate the environmental advantages of eliminating coal-powered energy. 
 

"These are people that care about this area and care about this river," Guhl said. 

 

© 2011 lehighvalleylive.com. All rights reserved. 

 


