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CLINTON TWP.- Twelve residents, most from Seven Springs Road, came to the Wednesday, 

July 13, Clinton Township Council meeting to oppose the new, and third, gas pipeline proposed 

for the township because it is perceived to be too close to their homes. 

 

Williams Transco Pipeline, presented the company‟s proposal to the council last month. It wants 

to add 6.8 miles of 42-inch pipeline that would run on the path of two lines already in existence. 

 

It would be added onto an existing line on Race Street in Union Township and run to Stanton 

Mountain Road in Clinton Township. 

 

About 90 landowners will be affected, 65 of whom are in Clinton Township. The company 

acknowledged the gas transported in the new line would not be used for Hunterdon County 

customers. 

 

The plan has not yet been approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The 

formal application will be submitted to FERC in November, when it will be subject to 

environmental review. The company hopes for FERC approval in August 2012 with construction 

starting in spring/summer 2013. 

 

The major issue concerning the homeowners at the July 13 meeting is the proposed pipeline‟s 

proximity to residences. 

 

“Our goal is to have the mayor and the council also raise their hands in opposition,” said Peter 

Komarnycky of 14 Seven Springs Road. He brought with him a piece of cardboard with a 42-

inch circle drawn on it to demonstrate to the council just how large his “new neighbor” would be. 

 

“That simple line represents a high pressure gas line that will be within feet of my house, right 

past one of my bedrooms,” said Komarnycky. 

 

 He said the gas pipeline is as close to some homes as seven feet  people. Other homes are about 

50 feet from the pipeline. 

 

“We‟ve established a Facebook page, „Fight the Pipe;‟ we‟ve become organized; we have a 

mission statement; meetings and numbers have grown.” 

 

 He suggested the council “oppose this project on every available level…we will now have three 

major gas pipelines through the heart of Hunterdon County…A few other requests to consider – 



1) Our invitation to visit Seven Springs Road still stands…just [to] get a sense of the scale and 

the impact that we will have if this project goes through. I would also like a special meeting, if 

possible, with Transco [Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company]…and we need to see some 

detailed plans…” 

 

Komarnycky also said that Transco has not proven that there is demand for this new pipeline. 

“Nobody wins in this situation except Transco,” said Komarnycky, “We lose, residents lose, 

Clinton Township loses.” 

 

Mayor Kevin Cemei said he was not sure if he could get more detailed information but he is 

open to having a special meeting with Transco. 

 

Councilman Peter Marra added that a formal complaint cannot be filed by the council until the 

project is formally filed. “We‟re on board with opposing it, objecting to it, filing objections to it 

[and] getting meetings with FERC and Transco,” said Marra. 

 

Other residents complained that they were given only 10 days, as opposed to the usual 30 days, 

to read through the reports on the pipeline. 

 

They said they believe this was done to prevent them from being prepared in time for the scoping 

public hearing with Transco set for 6 p.m. , tonight,  Wednesday, July 20 at the Holiday Inn 

Select‟s Regina Room at 111 West Main St. in Clinton. 

 

There was also a complaint that the proposed working hours for the project are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

for 40 days. 

 

“As a community we‟re all in this together,” resident Eileen Dincuff said 

 

She said everyone from children on school buses to people traveling throughout the township 

will be affected by the construction of this pipeline and at risk once the construction is 

completed. 

 

Said Bee-Lian Chen of 16 Seven Springs Road, neighbor to Komarnycky: “They [Transco] don‟t 

look at all the aspects…they never think that there is a human factor. 

 

Like other residents of Seven Springs, Chen said he only signed up for a 24- or 36-inch pipeline 

when he bought his house, but he did not agree to 42 inches. 

 

Erica Van Auken, from the New Jersey Highlands Coalition, was also present at the 

meeting. She said she is volunteering her help to the residents and the council to help 

prevent the construction of the pipeline. She said that the construction of the pipeline will 

damage the water, exhaust the soil and increase flooding. 
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