
 

Preservation programs need more funding 

Wednesday, November 23, 2011    

Suburban Trends 

 

Dear editor: 

 

This summer proved to be an important time for land acquisition in New Jersey. On Aug. 2, 

Governor Christie signed a bill that allocated $157 million to the state’s Green Acres program, 

and on Aug. 17, he signed a second bill that allocated $90.6 million to the Farmland Preservation 

program. 

 

It is not surprising that the governor would choose to support Green Acres and Farmland 

Preservation; these programs preserve our state’s character and voters have chosen to support 

them every time they appeared on the ballot. 

 

Green Acres funding is allocated to municipal and county governments for acquisitions and park 

development; some funding goes to assist nonprofit groups with open space acquisitions, to the 

state to develop state parks, forests and wildlife management areas, as well as to land acquisition 

in flood plains known as Blue Acres. 

 

Within these allocations, $15 million has been set aside specifically for acquisition of land in the 

Highlands. While this only represents a small percentage of total funding, the remaining money 

is also eligible for use in the Highlands. 

 

The Farmland Preservation program is equally impressive. The newest bill allocates money for 

the purchase of development rights or the outright purchase of farmland and establishes a grant 

program for 16 counties in the state totaling $90.6 million. 

 

In addition, more than $8 million has been set aside as grants for nonprofit organizations, which 

is the highest amount in the program’s history. 

 

The Green Acres and Farmland Preservation programs are supported by the Garden State 

Preservation Trust (GSPT), whose name is indicative of its purpose: They supply the funds for 

the preservation of land throughout New Jersey. 

 

The Highlands Council also has a land preservation program – the Highlands Development 

Credit (HDC) Bank, dedicated to funding land preservation solely in the Highlands. 

 

The combination of these three programs allots a generous amount of money for land owners in 

the Highlands seeking to sell any part of their holdings. 

 

Initially, the HDC Bank has been funded by the Highlands Act with $10 million to assist 



landowners who demonstrate a financial hardship caused by the Act. 

 

The first two rounds of this program offered $2.6 million to nine landowners; the HDC Bank is 

now beginning negotiations for a third round. 

 

As this third round is settled, the original $10 million is dwindling. However, there is still 

substantial funding available for land acquisition. 

 

A property owner in the Highlands who does not meet the criteria of the HDC Bank can petition 

either the Green Acres program or the Farmland Preservation program. 

 

The value of land in the Highlands is assessed using the dual appraisal method. Two appraisals 

are prepared, one based on current property values, local zoning, and today’s state environmental 

laws and regulations, and a second assuming state laws and regulations in effect as of Jan. 1, 

2004 (before the Highlands Act was passed). The appraisal method that yields the highest value 

is used for negotiations. 

 

Nearly $248 million is dedicated by the GSPT for land preservation in New Jersey and there is 

an ongoing concerted effort of municipalities, counties, the state, and nonprofits to preserve land 

in the Highlands. 

 

Money is available for people who wish to protect their land in perpetuity, either through Green 

Acres or Farmland Preservation or through the HDC Bank if the land meets its criteria. 

 

These programs have been hugely successful. Green Acres already has an impressive track 

record with nearly 640,000 acres preserved all over the state and 96,017 acres preserved in the 

Highlands between 2000 and 2009. 

 

Since its inception in 1983, the Farmland Preservation program has preserved 33,763 acres in the 

Highlands Region alone. If there is one thing on which everyone can agree, it is the success of 

these programs; but to ensure that land in our state can be preserved when the need or 

opportunity arises, going forward New Jerseyans need to determine a permanent source of 

funding for these critical and popular programs. 
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New Jersey Highlands Coalition, 
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