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CLINTON TWP. – The Township Council voted unanimously to file for ―intervenor‖ status 

with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in an early morning meeting 

Wednesday, Jan. 18, opposing a natural gas pipeline proposed by energy company Transco that 

would traverse parts of Clinton, Franklin and Union townships to take gas from Pennsylvania to 

New York. 

 

―Intervenor gives us a seat at the table,‖ said Mayor Kevin Cimei. ―We will have more rights 

than a complainer or a commenter.‖ 

 

The township applied just in time, as the deadline to file as an intervenor is was Thursday, Jan. 

19. 

 

Last July, the council also adopted a resolution opposing the project. 

 

According to FERC, which has to review and approve the project, as well as file a full 

environmental impact statement, intervenors can participate in hearings before FERC judges, file 

briefs or file for rehearing the commission’s decision, have legal standing in a court of appeals, 

and be placed on a service list to receive case-related commission documents and anything filed 

by other intervenors. 

 

As part of the Motion to Intervene submitted to the court, which Councilman James Imbriaco, an 

attorney, helped to draft, officials asserted that, ―Clinton Township will be directly and 

significantly affected by the current proposed location of this project and seeks to intervene in 

order to protect its interests.‖ The motion says the pipeline proposal threatens residents’ health, 

safety and welfare, and would adversely impact preserved properties in the township and harm 

the local environment, including the groundwater supply. 

 

Councilman Imbriaco added that ―The Eastern Environmental Law Center will file on behalf of 

Clinton Township for a minimal sum‖ of $500. 

 

At the meeting, resident Nancy Rumore, who thanked the council, said the law center is 

also representing the New Jersey Sierra Club, the Highlands Coalition, the Food and 

Water Watch Coalition and “Fight the Pipe,” a group of 84 homeowners, including 

Rumore, who would be affected by the project. 

 

Resident Tom Borkowski, a former mayor, said, ―The township has a valid interest in protecting 

the rights of its citizens. Property values will decrease (if the pipe goes in). I encourage you to be 

prepared to find environmental experts. 

http://newjerseyhills.com/hunterdon_review/


 

―This is a very good day for the residents this concerns.‖ 

 

Pipeline Proposal 
 

As proposed, the ―Stanton Loop‖ of Transco’s northeast supply link project would add 6.8 miles 

of 42-inch pipe next to two existing pipelines of 24 and 36 inches which have been in place for 

50 years. It would cut through 90 private properties, including 65 in Clinton Township. The pipe 

would cross numerous residential streets, travel underneath Route 31, cut through the Highlands 

region and public space at the South Branch Reservation along the Raritan River and Cramer’s 

Creek Park in Clinton Township, and underneath the Raritan River. 

 

The residents who organized Fight the Pipe are concerned about the possibility of disturbing the 

existing pipes, which they say could be dangerous. 

 

According to its website, www.fightthepipe.org, the organization’s other concerns are: 

 

• Transco will be excavating and operating heavy construction equipment 12 hours per day – 7 

a.m. to 7 p.m. — Mondays through Saturdays for at least six to eight months; 

 

• Transco will be working along the streets that they and their children walk on, play on and 

drive on. ―Expect major traffic detours and unsafe conditions;‖ 

 

• Due to the magnitude of the project there will be excessive dust and noise. Tons of excavated 

rock and dirt will need to be removed. ―This material will be stored on our land, compressing 

soil and permanently destroying tree route systems;‖ 

 

• ―Property values will decrease substantially.‖ 

 

The site asks, ―Do you want Clinton Township and Hunterdon County to be known for this gas 

pipeline?‖ 
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