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At the annual conference of the New Jersey Environmental Federation (NJEF) last year, Gov. 

Chris Christie charged our organization with maintaining a dialogue, letting him know how he 

was doing and holding him accountable to his environmental commitments. 

 

NJEF is now releasing an environmental report card that evaluates his record on 39 specific 

issues since he took office. Out of 7 “subject” areas, no grade rose above a C — with a “F” for 

his efforts to address climate change. As a result, Gov. Christie received an overall grade of “D”. 

 

NJEF derives absolutely no satisfaction in giving this grade. We wish the governor were 

receiving an “A+.” It isn’t the governor who loses the most by receiving a “D,” but the future 

wellbeing of the environment and generations to come. 

 

We have too many bad air days escalating our health costs, and making inhalers on playgrounds 

as common as water bottles. New Jersey doesn’t need more open space torn up for strip malls. 

Our children need more safe, free and open public parks. And measures should not be taken that 

threaten the conservation of the Highlands, which supplies drinking water to half the residents in 

the state. 

 

When NJEF endorsed Chris Christie in 2009, he was the gubernatorial candidate with the 

strongest commitment to the environment. Unfortunately, that candidate bears little resemblance 

to Gov. Christie today. 

 

Starting out, Christie kept to his promises. He remained staunchly opposed to offshore drilling 

and liquid natural gas facilities; continued litigation against the Delaware River deepening; and 

supported offshore wind projects. 

 

His 10-point Barnegat Bay package gave much needed attention to the dying bay, a tragedy 

ignored by past administrations. However, the nuts and bolts of the plan fail to take the 

aggressive steps necessary to halt the bay’s death spiral. All three strong bills that would have 

curbed the lead causes of the bay’s decay and helped in its recovery were vetoed by the 

governor. 

 

While the administration did broker an early closure for the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating 

Station, the much-heralded independent safety panel has not fulfilled its mission and has yet to 

meet with the public even though safety issues persist. Despite a campaign promise to “stop the 

fish slaughter” at the Salem and Hope Creek nuclear plants, no action has been taken to mandate 

cooling towers that would mitigate this fisheries loss. 



 

Ironically, candidate Christie criticized the prior administration for moving too slowly to stop 

climate change and pledged to move quickly to implement the 2008 Energy Master Plan and 

2007 Global Warming Response Act. Instead, he’s done the opposite by weakening renewable 

and energy efficiency standards, diverting nearly $680 million of clean energy funds, supporting 

dirty power sources from nuclear, coal, garbage incineration, and fracking, and abandoning the 

multi-state Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 

 

Coincidental or not, as the national spotlight has found him and conservatives have embraced 

him, his commitment to environmental excellence has wavered. It had been NJEF’s belief and 

hope that Gov. Christie would be a strong environmental advocate who would encourage 

meaningful dialogue and strong action within the Republican Party. 

 

Despite these pressures, NJEF believes that Gov. Christie can and should achieve the 

environmental goals he embraced in 2009 when he ran for office. In doing so, Gov. Christie can 

leave a strong environmental legacy that best serves New Jersey, its economy, and health of 

future generations. 

 

NJEF stands ready to help him, if he chooses. It’s never too late to turn around a “D” to an “A.” 

especially if the results are better protections for NJ’s public health and this corner of the earth 

that we call home. 

 

Janet Tauro is Board Chair of the New Jersey Environmental Federation (NJEF),a state chapter 

of national Clean Water Action. 
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