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Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, has opened up vast new reserves of domestic natural gas in the 

Marcellus Shale region of Pennsylvania and other regions of the country, spurring new jobs in 

engineering, manufacturing, energy exploration and construction and hopes for energy 

independence undreamt of a few years ago. 

 

But after several years of promoting natural gas as a "bridge fuel" to solar and wind energy, 

many environmental groups have had a change of heart. 

 

Decrying what they say are the environmental and public safety risks associated with natural gas 

extraction, environmental activists called for a "Global Frackdown" this weekend in the form of 

protests and other actions intended to bring the shale gas industry to its knees. 

 

Fracking involves injecting water, sand and chemicals into a gas well to crack the surrounding 

shale thousands of feet underground so trapped natural gas can be released. 

 

Demonstrators in the United States and other countries protested against fracking Saturday. 

Participants in the "Global Frackdown" campaign posted photos on social media websites 

showing mostly small groups. 

 

But organizer Mark Schlosberg said Saturday afternoon he thought the protests were going well 

and he pointed to photos showing larger demonstrations in South Africa and France, as well as 

higher turnouts in cities in California, Colorado and New York. 

 

In New Jersey, where the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co. (TGP) is preparing to complete a 40-mile 

pipeline project across the Highlands region to transport the increased supplies of natural gas 
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buried within the Marcellus Shale, the anti-fracking campaign took center stage Friday as Gov. 

Chris Christie vetoed a bill that would have banned the disposal of fracking byproducts in the 

state. 

 

Jeff Tittel, executive director of the New Jersey Sierra Club, immediately blasted the governor 

and accused him of "taking the side of Big Oil and Gas over protecting our families and drinking 

water." Tittel has vowed to push for an override of the governor's veto by state legislators. 

 

Two days earlier, activists had gathered at West Milford's Lake Lookover to protest the pipeline, 

which they blame for causing the runoff of silt from a nearby slope where trees were cleared last 

year to make way for the pipeline. Area residents say the lake has not been the same since, and 

activists say they also are worried about the impact on the nearby Monksville Reservoir, where a 

portion of the pipeline is planned to cut underneath that body of water. 

 

"This is all about greed," Tittel said. "This is all about gas companies in Pennsylvania making a 

lot of money while we get this ugly pipeline that affects our drinking water. ... The direct impacts 

are serious and will have real environmental consequences." 

 

On May 29, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) granted approval to TGP, a 

subsidiary of KinderMorgan, to begin work on the final portions of the pipeline project, which 

will consist of running a 30-inch diameter pipeline along an existing 24-inch line from Milford, 

Pa., to Mahwah. As planned, the project will entail building 17.2 miles of pipeline from Pike 

County, Pa., to Vernon and another 7.6 miles from West Milford to Mahwah. An already-

completed 15-mile section from Vernon to West Milford will link the two sections. 

 

Three environmental groups, the New Jersey Sierra Club, the Delaware Riverkeeper and the 

New Jersey Highlands Coalition, have since filed requests for a rehearing in an effort to have the 

project overturned. A Montague resident, George Feighner, also has filed legal papers seeking to 

have the project's route through his property redrawn, and the commissioners of Pike County, 

Pa., also have asked for a rehearing. 

 

The environmental groups argue that in granting approval, federal officials failed to consider the 

impact on human health, water supplies, endangered species and open space. Although TGP is 

strictly a transporter of natural gas and is not involved in drilling or production, the 

environmental groups also argue that the secondary impacts of enabling more natural gas drilling 

in the Marcellus Shale production areas of central and western Pennsylvania were not given 

proper consideration. 

 

FERC is still reviewing the requests and has not yet determined if it will grant a rehearing. But 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson has said she believes the 



concerns related to fracking are overblown. Jackson, who formerly served as commissioner of 

the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), told attendees at a New Jersey energy 

conference earlier this year, "I think that fracking as a technology is perfectly capable of being 

clean; I do." 

 

But Elliott Ruga, a policy analyst for the Highlands Coalition, said he believes the approval 

process regarding the pipeline was flawed from the beginning. 

 

"I could support a pipeline project such as this one," Ruga said. "We need to exploit new 

and accessible sources of energy. If we are energy consumers, we have an obligation to 

allow it to be transported across our turf and not always across somebody else's 

backyard." 

 

Still, Ruga said, "not one of the various government agencies with jurisdiction is assessing 

the cumulative impacts of these projects on the sensitive ecological processes these 

Highlands forests provide, which we are so deeply dependent upon for our economic health 

and quality of life." 

 

Beverly Budz, a Vernon resident and member of North Jersey Pipeline Walkers, said that after 

last year's pipeline construction, soil samples showed continued seepage of toluene and other 

contaminants from the pipeline -- an assertion flatly denied by TGP. 

 

Vernon Mayor Victor Marotta confirmed that these concerns were brought to his attention and 

said TGP looked into them at his request. 

 

Joe Hollier, a TGP spokesman, said a soil composition analysis subsequently was provided to the 

Vernon Environmental Commission and that the levels of toluene present in the soil were less 

than a third of those permitted by the DEP. He said the samples also showed the presence of 

iron-related bacteria, which are naturally occurring in these soils and are sometimes mistaken for 

petroleum products because of an oil-like sheen they can give off in standing water. 

 

Hollier said TGP also has fully complied with permit stipulations that require the re-planting of 

trees in areas affected by the pipeline. 

 

"In some areas we have replaced more than what was required," he said. 

 

Joseph Barbagallo, a member of the Montague Township Committee and former mayor of that 

township, said he understands the need to protect the environment but also believes projects like 

the TGP pipeline and the Keystone Pipeline across the central United States are necessary if 

America is serious about energy independence. 



 

"There's many more environmental problems that the Sierra Club should be concerned about," 

Barbagallo said. "We had a swan killed on an electric line right here in town. Are they going to 

say we have to take down all the electric lines? And what about all the raptors being killed by the 

windmills they keep pushing?" 

 

Marotta, for his part, said, "If there's a significant pollution problem with that pipeline, nobody 

will have to tell me what to do. I'll know what to do." 

 

Before final work can begin on the project, TGP still must secure the necessary DEP permits for 

the portions running through High Point and Ringwood state parks and other public lands, a 

process that could add several more months to the approval process. The company hopes to 

complete the project by November 2013 and expects to do so at a cost of about $400 million. 


