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LEBANON TWP. - About 20 residents and activists voiced their opposition to a local quarry 

company’s bid to divert more than 275 million gallons of water per year from the area at a public 

hearing Friday, held at the New Jersey Water Supply Authority’s Annex in Clinton Township. 

 

In addition, at the request of several attendees, the Water Authority agreed to extend the deadline 

for public comments on the quarry’s controversial proposal to Monday, Nov. 26 in light of 

Hurricane Sandy – the original deadline to submit comments was Nov. 2, a date only the Raritan 

Headwaters Association (RHA) met. 

 

The quarry, owned and operated by Eastern Concrete Materials, sits on the border of Glen 

Gardner and Lebanon Township and mines material for use in ready-mix concrete and other 

construction products. 

 

Recently, the company applied to trade land in Sussex County for 34 acres in the Hagedorn 

Preserve, which is adjacent to the quarry, to expand its mining operations. That proposal is 

unlikely to come to fruition anytime soon, and the water diversion proposal is part of a separate 

application. However, conservationists say they are concerned that the quarry’s new bid for 

water diversion is part of the process towards securing those 34 preserved acres. 

 

In September, the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) approved Eastern 

Concrete’s application to ultimately divert 275.411 million gallons of water per year from a 

nearby potable well and two quarry ponds, 8.5 million gallons of which would be allotted for 

“consumptive” use annually. The surface water would be used for crushed stone washing, dust 

suppression and quarry pit dewatering, while the well water would be used for sanitary supply. 

The permit would run from Jan. 1, 2013 through June 30, 2022. 

 

Currently, the company is allowed to divert less than 3.1 million gallons of water per month as 

part of the initial phase of the DEP’s approval, but once the Water Authority signs a contract 

with the company for the consumptive portion of the diversion, the final phase can go forward. 

 

Michael Guida, the senior project manager for Eastern Concrete’s Aggregates Division, said 



Friday that, “Nothing has changed, our acreage has not changed, we anticipate using the same 

amount of water to control dust.” 

 

Chris Satiro, manager of contracts and risk management for the Water Authority, noted that the 

quarry has been diverting water since it opened 40 years ago. 

 

According to Guida, the only change to the quarry’s operations is a new requirement to use water 

to process aggregates, in addition to the quarry’s acquisition of a portable plant on site. 

 

Guida said that the quarry’s consumptive water use is “conservatively” estimated at 7 percent of 

the total diversion the company’s DEP permit allows. 

 

Bill Kibler, director of policy and science for the RHA, noted that, though the DEP had approved 

Eastern Concrete’s water diversion application, the company could not technically move forward 

with the diversion without a Water Authority contract. 

 

If the Water Authority did not approve the contract and Eastern Concrete could not divert the 

water as requested, the impact on the company “would be quite extensive,” said Guida. 

 

“In a recession like the one we’re in now, we have to use water to convert some extra products 

that will sell,” he said. He added that, without water for dust suppression, the company would not 

be able to comply with state air quality regulations. 

 

Public Comment 

 

‘There is no way this is in the public interest,” said Kibler of the proposal during the public 

comment portion of Friday’s hearing. 

 

“Everybody in Glen Gardner and Lebanon Township rely on groundwater for their drinking 

water,” he said. “This affects drinking water for everyone in that area.” 

 

He explained that the land there is running a water deficit, and calculated that Eastern Concrete, 

the largest water user in the area, is responsible for nearly half that deficit. Guida contested 

Kibler’s figure, saying the quarry’s water use accounted for a much smaller fraction of the water 

deficit. 

 

Kibler also said that the quarry discharges into a small stream that then feeds into the Spruce 

Run, a C-1 trout stream. He held up a jar of cloudy water, explaining that he collected the sample 

from the Spruce Run after a heavy rainstorm in June, right where the quarry’s discharge flows 

into the stream. 



 

Guida countered that the cloudy water was thanks to a culvert in which sediment from the quarry 

had collected over many years, and which had since been remediated. 

 

Erica Van Auken of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition argued, “We are concerned that 

by approving this application, water availability in the region will be further stressed, 

negatively impacting the local communities. 

“Local citizens are deeply concerned about the quarry’s effect on their wells,” she said, 

adding that Spruce Run Reservoir, which provides drinking water to over 1.5 million state 

residents, is immediately downstream of the quarry. 

 

Several Glen Gardner and Lebanon Township residents spoke out during public comment as 

well. Don Skortes, who lives near the quarry in Glen Gardner, said that he knows of five 

neighboring homes that were once fed by natural springs that have since dried up, and questioned 

whether the quarry’s water consumption contributed to their disappearance. 

 

He was one of several neighbors of the quarry who also complained that Eastern Concrete’s 

efforts at dust suppression have been insufficient. 

 

“I think the rules are written more for the quarry then for the interest of the public,” said Joe 

DeLacey, who lives next to the quarry’s entrance in Glen Gardner. 

 

At the hearing, both Mayor Stanley Kovach and Borough Council President Jack O’Brien of 

Glen Gardner spoke in opposition to the water diversion and urged the Water Authority to extend 

the comment period on Eastern Concrete’s application. 

 

“Being the mayor, I am keenly aware of the water deficit. Everybody knows what summers can 

be like in New Jersey,” said Kovach. “Please extend the comment period. Because of the 

problems we’ve had the last two-and-a-half weeks in New Jersey, we really need that extra time 

to go ahead and consider some statements.” 

 

O’Brien added, “The first time we heard about this hearing was Tuesday’s [Borough Council] 

meeting,” and said that the letter the borough received regarding the public hearing was not dated 

and was vague on the proper protocol for submitting objections. 

 

He also questioned why the Water Authority’s contract with Eastern Contract was for an 

“irrevocable” 10-year period. “What if we have an emergency?,” he asked. 

 

“How does this affect our wells? It doesn’t seem like there’s been a lot of preparation for the 

public.” 



 

According to Ken Klipstein, the director of the Watershed Protection Program at the Water 

Authority, his agency’s responsibility in approving or denying the contract with the quarry is 

“fairly narrow.” 

 

Satiro outlined the four criteria the Water Authority is to use in reaching its decision on the 

contract: determine whether the contract is in the public interest and the necessity of the 

diversion; identify the quarry’s water supplies; certify the proper and safe construction of all 

equipment; and Eastern Concrete’s ability to maintain sanitary conditions and the source of 

water. 

 

The Water Authority decided to extend the comment period to Nov. 26, with rebuttals to those 

comments accepted through Friday, Nov. 30. 

 

The Water Authority is expected to announce its decision at its Monday, Dec. 3 meeting. 


