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ROXBURY TWP. – It’s a start, but it ain’t over yet, and getting a bill in place which would 

allow the state to take over the former Fenimore landfill might turn into a race against the clock. 
 

More than 100 Roxbury residents and local officials attended Thursday’s Senate Environment 

and Energy Committee hearing in hopes that Senate Democrats would allow a vote on Sen. 

Anthony Bucco’s, R-Morris, Senate bill 2617 to close the Fenimore Landfill on Mooney 

Mountain. 
 

By the end of the afternoon, most township residents and officials were pleased with the 

outcome, but there are plans to return to Trenton on Thursday, June 13. 
 

Currently, the dump’s owner, Richard Bernardi, of Strategic Environmental Partners, is 

embroiled in several court cases to have “filling and capping” operations at the former landfill 

halted. 
 

Bernardi had planned to ultimately “fill and cap” the landfill with approved construction debris, 

but in recent months, massive hydrogen-sulfide odor problems have plagued residents all over 

the area. 
 

Senate Democrats removed this bill from the committee’s May 20 agenda due to the “Senate 

President’s politically charged emotions” and then denied it a vote during today’s and for this 

coming Monday’s hearings. 
 

“I am utterly dismayed that Senate Democrats have obeyed orders based on lingering politically 

charged emotions, rather than protecting children and families from a compounding health 

hazard,” said Bucco. 
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“This bill should have been advanced as scheduled at the May 20 committee meeting and not 

withdrawn just because the Senate President felt angry. Today’s meeting should not have been a 

hearing on a longstanding issue; it should have been to advance legislation to solve this 

dangerous problem. And there’s no reason why it can’t advance on Monday.” 
 

On behalf of families who shared stories that they can’t live on their properties or go outside 

without masks or must now buy medicine to protect their children, Environment Committee 

member Sen. Christopher “Kip” Bateman, R-Somerset, made a procedural motion, which was 

seconded by Sen. Jennifer Beck, R-Monmouth, for S2617 to be considered for a vote at the 

committee’s meeting on Monday. 
 

According to the release, Committee Chairman Bob Smith, a co-sponsor of the bill, ignored 

Bateman’s motion and didn’t allow fellow committee members Senators Linda Greenstein and 

Jim Whelan to vote on the bill, despite their public agreements that the Fenimore Landfill 

situation is “despicable.” 
 

“It is imperative for this bill to advance to protect children and families, and there is no reason 

why it can’t be posted for votes and, if necessary, amended in the process,” said Bateman. 
 

“Senate committees have historically heard – and many times, such as with current gun bills – 

advanced legislation about which senators share outstanding questions.” 
 

“To the hundreds of school children suffering on their bus rides and families who face being 

trapped inside their homes this summer due to the Fenimore Landfill’s dangerous emissions, I 

can only say that we will not give up this fight,” concluded Beck. 
 

“I am disappointed by today’s lack of action.” 
 

Thursday afternoon, Bucco said the three-hour hearing in Trenton went well, but said he was 

disappointed that the bill was not voted on; a move that would have moved it out of committee 

and to the Assembly for a vote. "The chair (Smith) wants to make amendments to it. We could 

have done that on the floor. He wants to steal the bill and take credit for it. This is playing 

politics when peoples' health is involved," Bucco said. 
 

"We had 100 Roxbury residents there, and the township manager and the mayor and members of 

the council. We had the health officer there, and the chief of police and the superintendent of 

schools," Bucco said. 
 

"Residents testified. We had youngsters testify. One little girl showed the committee the mask 

she has to wear to the bus stop because the odor is so bad," he said. 
 

"Parents are concerned about the long term effects of this hydrogen sulfide smell. This should 

have been passed immediately. If we want to amend it, fine. Let the Assembly amend it. We 



would have been one step closer. The bill calls for the state DEP (Department of Environmental 

Protection) to take over the project, to close it and to get it done right," Bucco said. 
 

Bucco said comments have been made about making changes to the bill, and finding the money 

to undertake the project. 
 

"Now, it comes up again on June 13. We break for the summer. It still has to go to the Assembly 

and the Senate. This is a delay tactic. People are playing politics when this is a health issue. On 

June 13, the bill may come out in Smith's name so he can take the credit for solving the 

problem," Bucco said. 
 

Bucco said committee members were "shocked" at the severity of the odor problem. "It should 

have been voted on. It's strange what politics breeds. And now, it's hot outside. Things are gonna 

get worse. The monitors (air quality) that the township has installed say that 30 parts per billion 

is high for hydrogen sulfide content. It's hit 130 at different times," Bucco said. 
 

"We'll keep fighting for this until we get it done," he said. 
 

Township Manager Christopher Raths also offered a comment on the matter. 
 

"I think it went well. We are very fortunate to live in a community with so well spoken and 

intelligent and caring people," Raths said. 
 

"That makes the travesty wrought on our community all the more frustrating. Senator Bucco's 

efforts on the township's behalf cannot be understated. I am confident that the legislation will 

come back to the committee on June 13 for a vote and the vote will be unanimous," he said. 
 

R.E.A.C.T. Reacts 
 

Succasunna resident Bob Schultz, president of R.E.A.C.T. (Roxbury Environmental Action 

Coalition) said Thursday night that although no vote was taken in Trenton that afternoon, the 

entire effort put forth by township residents and officials was worth it. 
 

“I’m a bit disappointed, but if you read the bill (Bucco’s bill), it doesn’t really have enough 

substance to it. I think we should do the right thing, take the time to fix it and prevent it from 

getting kicked back,” he said. 
 

“They need to put more substance in the bill, like where the funding is going to come from to 

remediate the problem. It’s very vague right now. Can we wait two weeks? Absolutely, but I 

hope it’s only two weeks,” he said. 
 

“The legislature breaks for summer. If they rewrite it for June 13, and it gets an OK, then it goes 

to the appropriations committee, then it has to go to the floor of the Assembly and the Senate, 

and this all has to happen by June 30, before they break for the summer,” Schultz said. 



 

“That’s a lot of work to do. It has a lot of steam though, so it could happen. I talked to Sen. 

(Stephen) Sweeney (Senate President) personally. He said it will get done. I hope there is no 

political grandstanding here. Bucco objected over the two week delay, and then Smith said he 

will re-write it,” Schultz said. 
 

“Sen. Bucco deserves a lot of credit on this. He wrote this bill for the people of Roxbury. He got 

the ball rolling in Trenton. And all of the R.E.A.C.T. members and all the residents of Roxbury 

who wrote letters to Trenton got this thing going,” he said. 
 

“So, I’m not too disappointed that it wasn’t voted on Thursday. We want it done right the first 

time, and by June 30,” he said.  
 

R.E.A.C.T. member Anthony Fiore also said it was a “good day” for concerned residents in 

Trenton. 
 

“In a nutshell, the Senate Environment and Energy committee heard testimony from 

township officials, residents and speakers from various environmental organizations such 

as the NJ Sierra Club, ANJEC,  the Raritan Headwaters Association and the Highlands 

Coalition,” he said. 
 

In addition, SEP's attorney, Matthew Fredricks submitted approx 100 pages of written material 

and spoke about the situation.  Bernardi, however, did not attend the hearing. 
 

“I'd put the overall headcount in the 130 person range,” Fiore said. 
 

“I'm very proud of all of the residents who put their lives on hold today in order to come down 

and put a face to this issue. I thought that all speakers did an amazing job, from the heart-tugging 

testimony of concerned parents to very factual and poignant testimony of others. Thankfully, it 

was clear that the Senate Committee was truly moved by our words,” he said. 
 

“What was concerning, however is how in light of our testimony - politics reared its ugly head at 

certain points during the hearing - most notably in an exchange between Senator Smith who 

chairs the committee and Senator Bucco. I feel we've come too far now to allow politics to get in 

the way of progress on an issue as important as this. Although Senator Smith promised a more 

comprehensive bill to be voted on in a June 13 Senate session - it's clear that we can't rest on our 

laurels for long, as there's still a long and uncertain political process which needs to be 

maneuvered,” he said. 
 

“But with a little luck, and a lot of determination- there might actually be a light at the end of this 

smelly tunnel for once,” Fiore said. 

 

Mayor’s Reaction 



 

Mayor Fred Hall said he has never been more proud of Roxbury’s residents. 
 

“This was a big deal. We had more than 100 residents there. We had three busses. We had 

children testifying. This was a great first step, and I am confident that we will get some action to 

protect our health and our quality of life,” he said. 
 

“Our residents presented a very clear and convincing case, and I do think it moved things 

forward. The hearing was packed, and I really think the senators understand the gravity of this 

situation,” Hall said. 
 

The challenge, Hall agreed, is going to be beating the clock. 
 

“I do think we’ll get a bill out on June 13. But it was previously delayed on May 30. We now 

have a very limited window to get this done,” Hall said. 
 

“It’s going to be a rush to get the bill out of committee, to the senate floor and then to the 

assembly and then to the governor to sign,” he said. 
 

“It’s only 31 days until they break for the summer. If we all keep the pressure on as much as we 

can though, we can get this done,” Hall said. 
 

The “worst case scenario,” he said, would be pushing it back to September or October. 
 

“It can be done, but again, we have a really short amount of time, and that window is 

narrowing,” Hall said.  

 

© Copyright 2013, New Jersey Hills Newspaper 

 


