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Roxbury environmental group gains grant 

R.E.A.C.T. formed to fight Fenimore project 
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ROXBURY TWP. – The grassroots, all-volunteer citizen’s group formed to protect residents 

from the problems associated with the former Fenimore landfill on Mooney Mountain has gained 

a much-needed financial boost. 

 

Eleven grassroots organizations working to protect Highlands resources or working on projects 

within the New Jersey Highlands have been selected to receive grants up to $5,000 through the 

New Jersey Highlands Coalition’s 2013 Small Grants Program.  Checks were presented on June 

19 at a regular meeting of the Coalition’s Policy Committee. 

 

The Roxbury Environmental Action Coalition (R.E.A.C.T.) received one of the grants. 

 

The volunteer organization was formed earlier this year with a mission of “creating a cleaner, 

sustainable future and quality of life in Roxbury Township by partnering with the community, 

business leaders and environmental organizations to address, educate and resolve environmental 

issues.” 

 

The group plans a long-term presence, but right now, is solely focused on the ill-affects the 

former Fenimore landfill “fill and cap” project is having on township residents. 

 

“This seventh year of our Small Grants Program proves yet again how essential this 

opportunity is to help local citizens groups protect their part of the Highlands region,” said 

Julia Somers, Executive Director of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition.  “The grants may 

be small, but the program is really intended to prime the pump, supporting grassroots 

organizations in doing very important work, and we are so pleased that our financial 

assistance helps these projects move forward.” 

http://newjerseyhills.com/observer-tribune/


 

Grants had to meet at least one of five criteria, listed in descending order of priority:  focus on 

implementation of the Highlands Regional Master Plan; establish a precedent advancing strong 

environmental protection in the Highlands; assist an organization to fight against an 

environmentally damaging development in the Highlands; support capacity building of 

Highlands Region grassroots organizations; or educate the public about Highlands water and 

resources. 

 

Grassroots groups across Hunterdon, Morris, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex and Warren counties 

were selected to receive grants that will help protect the Highlands resources that are the source 

of drinking water for 850,000 people in the Highlands and the more than four million users 

outside the region who depend on Highlands water.  

 

R.E.A.C.T. got the funds, according to the Coalition, “to create an outreach and capacity 

building campaign focusing on issues at the Fenimore Landfill.” 

 

Other Morris County grants awarded include: 

 

•Citizens for Health Safety & Welfare of Parsippany and Mountain Lakes, to help protect the 

region’s water supply from a harmful, proposed development in Parsippany (Waterview). 

 

Grants were also awarded in Passaic County, Somerset County, Sussex County and Warren 

County. 

 

“We are pleased to fund the grass roots organizations that are doing this work to protect the 

natural and cultural resources of the Highlands.  We hope that our contribution to their efforts 

can further the goals of the Highlands Coalition as well as those of these community groups,” 

said Ben Spinelli, Chairman of the Coalition’s Small Grants Committee.  

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition represents a diverse network of organizations working to 

protect the Highlands, ranging from small citizens groups working in one community to large 

state-wide organizations.  The Coalition works to protect, enhance and restore the New Jersey 

Highlands and to preserve the quality and quantity of the regions’ drinking water.  More 

information is available at www.njhighlandscoalition.org. 
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