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First-ever Highlands Festival on tap 

Two-day event will feature music, ‘green’ vendors, canal rides and crafts 

Posted: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 12:49 pm 

By KATHERINE FILA Contributing Writer  

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition, a non-profit organization whose mission it is to protect, restore, and 

enhance the water and other resources of New Jersey, has begun preparing for its first Highlands Festival at 

Waterloo Village in Byram Township on Saturday, Sept. 21 and Sunday, Sept. 22. 

 

The Boonton-based New Jersey Highlands Coalition aims to preserve the clean water in the Highlands region, 

which is roughly 860,000 acres of land and stretches from Phillipsburg to Oakland on the Appalachian Trail. 

 

The protected clean water from this area is used by about 5.4 million people across New Jersey or more than 

half the state’s residents. 

 

The festival, which will run from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday, ending with a 

drum circle, is designed to “bring attention to the Highlands region” and to the “different non-profit 

organizations” involved in the coalition, Festival Coordinator Lisa Kelly explained. 

 

It is also a chance for people to realize “how important the Highlands region is in their lives,” Highlands 

Coalition Executive Director Julia Somers said and how we must work to “treasure” this critical area of 

our state. 

 

The coalition is made up of 77 individual members and other non-profit organizations, which Somers 

refers to as the coalition’s “eyes and ears.” Somers and the other coalition members actively 

communicate with the member organizations and collaborate with them to spread awareness about the 

Highlands and monitor activity in the region. 

 

The coalition “offers support” for its members and serves as “a great opportunity for the organizations to 

network,” Somers said. 

 

The member organizations will be featured at the Highlands Festival and they will each bring an activity related 

to their unique cause. 

 

Kelly said she hopes that each organization’s customers will attend to show their support and also will leave 



with a better understanding of just how important the Highlands region is to our state.  

 

“We take each and every opportunity to meet the public,” said Somers, a resident of Harding Township. 

 

The environmentally friendly festival is a “celebration of all things local,” Kelly said. 

 

Kelly hopes the event will “walk the walk and talk the talk” of a truly green and eco-friendly event. 

 

The festival will have numerous activities over the course of two days that are designed to keep attendees of all 

ages entertained. 

 

The festival will include a Living Green Expo, which highlights green vendors who use Earth-friendly products 

in their services or who “help other people lessen their footprint.” There will also be a crafts section where 

crafters can display their work that used local supplies or was “produced in a way that was Earth-friendly.” 

 

The coalition also hopes to find “thrift-conscious” food vendors for the event who source at least a portion of 

their food locally and who have minimal waste in the cooking process. The event will even feature a monitored 

waste section with bins designated as either garbage, compost, or recycling to have as little waste as possible. 

 

There will be two stages for 20 New Jersey-based bands to perform. The headlining act Saturday night is jazz-

fusion artist Marco Benevento and the Sunday night headliner is a band called Yarn. 

 

The music at the event will be “a nice mix of genres, but the commonality is that they all have some connection 

to New Jersey,” Kelly said 

 

There will also be an area of the festival specifically for children with various activities going on throughout the 

weekend. 

 

The Canal Society of New Jersey will provide canal rides to re-create the way people traveled on the canal 

years ago and the Lenape village at Waterloo, which is run by Winakung at Waterloo, will be providing tours of 

the restored buildings on the property and different activities as well. 

 

Somers “absolutely” said she hopes the event becomes an annual celebration of the Highlands region and of 

local “green” organizations and vendors. 

 

Sponsors for the event include Hudson Farm, Eastern Propane, Peapack-Gladstone Bank, and REI. 

 

Contact Lisa Kelly for more information at lisa@njhighlandscoalition.org. 
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