
 

Festival aims to put Highlands region in the spotlight 
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BYRAM — Waterloo Village will continue its comeback with the inaugural Highlands Festival at Waterloo 

sponsored by the New Jersey Highlands Coalition on Sept. 21 and 22. 

 

“Waterloo Village is a beautiful location,” event coordinator Lisa Kelly said. “It optimizes what is good 

about conservation in New Jersey and it has a rich history of music acts and other festivals.” 

 

The event will feature two stages of local music, a chef’s showcase using local ingredients, tours, kayak rentals 

and workshops. 

 

“We will have a ‘Living Green Expo,’ ” Kelly said. “There will be workshops with people talking about 

solar energy, composting, recycling and other ways that people can live green,” Kelly said. 

 

A goal of the festival, Kelly said, is to bring awareness to the New Jersey Highlands, which run from 

Phillipsburg in Warren County to Bergen County as part of the Appalachian Ridge. 

 

“It (the Highlands) is a very large part of the region,” Kelly said. “The state gets a majority of its 

drinking water from the Highlands region.” 

 

Another goal of the festival is to bring awareness to the more than 80 nonprofit organizations that work within 

the Highlands Coalition. 

 

“There will be different activities for everyone to do. There will be a scavenger hunt, fly casting lessons. 

The New Jersey Canal Society will be giving canal rides and also have some of the buildings open on 

Saturday. The Leni Lenape village will be open by the Winnakung at Waterloo,” Kelly said. “The 

Musconetcong Watershed Association will be there so people can paddle around the lake. And there will 

be submitted art work that represents the Highlands that people can buy.” 

 

Kelly said the coalition is aiming for the festival to be a “zero waste event.” 

 

“There will be sets of three bins set up around the festival with volunteers near them. There is a 

compostable bin, a recyclable bin, and a trash bin and the volunteers will help people know what goes in 
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each bin,” Kelly said. “This will keep everything separated and give us little trash to dispose of. It will not 

be completely zero waste, but we are working toward it.” 

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition is a nonprofit organization based in Boonton. Its mission is “to protect, 

restore, and enhance the water and other natural and cultural resources of New Jersey’s Highlands, now and for 

the future,” according to its website. 

 

The festival begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 21, and runs until 9 p.m. It continues Sunday, Sept. 22, from 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

Tickets bought in advance through the Highlands Coalition website cost $15 per person. At the gate the cost is 

$25 per person. Children 12 and under are free. There also is a $5 per car parking fee. 

 

“It is going to be a beautiful weekend and the festival is affordable for everyone,” Kelly said. “A festival 

like this and this price is unheard of.” 
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