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By MIKE CONDON Editor  

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition couldn’t have picked a more appropriate setting for its first “Highlands 

Festival” Saturday and Sunday. 

 

The quaint, picturesque Waterloo Village in Byram Township was the poster child for all that’s great about 

open space, nice lush fields, beautiful running water, luscious blue skies and the like. 

 

 “We’re off to a great start,” Harding Township resident Julia Somers, the executive director of the New 

Jersey Highlands Coalition, said Saturday morning. 

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition, a non-profit organization whose mission it is to protect, restore, and 

enhance the water and other resources of New Jersey, started preparing for the first Highlands Festival about six 

months ago. 

 

All those months of planning culminated with the festival, held Saturday and Sunday, that featured booths, 

food, crafts, talks, hikes and music. 

 

By the end of the weekend, Somers said that about 1,500 has visited the village, including performers, vendors, 

crafters and visitors. 

 

The headline act, Marco Benevento, performed Saturday night, despite the rain. “We still had people up and on 

their feet dancing in the field in the rain,” Somers said. 

 

By Sunday, the weather was beautiful again, and Somers said it was wonderful to see families with small 

children running about the fields enjoying the beautiful outdoor venue. 

 

Somers said plans are already underway for next year’s festival. “The board meets this week, and that will be on 

our agenda. This time, we put it all together is about five months. Now, we’ll have a whole year to plan it,” she 

said. 

 

The Boonton-based New Jersey Highlands Coalition aims to preserve the clean water in the Highlands region, 

which is roughly 860,000 acres of land and stretches from Phillipsburg to Oakland on the Appalachian Trail. 

 

The protected clean water from this area is used by about 5.4 million people across New Jersey or more than 

half the state’s residents. 

 

http://www.danceforshane.com/2010/06/shane-makes-headlines.html


The festival, which ran from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sunday,  ended with a 

drum circle,  was  designed to “bring attention to the Highlands region” and to the “different non-profit 

organizations” involved in the coalition, Festival Coordinator Lisa Kelly explained. 

 

Throughout out the course of the two days, which were blessed with great, cool, sunny weather, attendees could 

sample a variety of foods from area eateries, could see yarn being spun and crafts being made, could sit on the 

large lush lawn and enjoy one of many musical performances or could mingle with environmental groups and 

“green vendors” located throughout the picturesque village, which is now a state park. 

 

Inside the museum shop, workshops focused on organic  and locally gown food, a  hands-on fly-ting workshop, 

a program on moths and nature photography. The museum was also the stepping off point for a Highlands Trail 

hike, a wild edible walk and an invasive species plant walk. 

 

There was also a juried art show and there was music. 

 

“We have two stages. One is a large stage, one is the small gazebo, which we built,” Somers said Saturday 

morning. 

 

“It was there, but it wasn’t in good shape. We had to repair it,” she said. 

 

Much of the infrastructure of the once-landmark Waterloo Village has fallen into a stage of neglect. The state, 

Somers said, currently has a “RFP” (request for proposals) issued on the village; they are seeking a permanent 

tenant to occupy the grounds and upkeep and repair the many buildings within the park. 

 

“It’s a state park. It’s still used for weddings and festivals and things like that, but a lot of the buildings are not 

in great shape,” Somers said. 

 

The site, however, was deemed ideal for the Highlands event. 

 

“You are literally right in the middle of the Highlands region when you are here, so it was just a natural 

fit,” she said. 

 

She said about 30 of the 80 groups and organizations which comprise the Highlands Coalition were there this 

weekend. 

 

Kelly, of Hardwick, said she was thrilled to see the whole thing come together. 

 

“It all worked out. The weather is cooperating. The turn out is great. People are streaming in. We’ve got 

some great bands, and our headliner tonight (Saturday) is Marco Benevento,” she said. 

 

“We had no idea what to expect. This was our first time, but we are pleased. We will definitely look to hold it 

here again next year,” she said. 

 

Kelly said the coalition worked with the state parks service, and said they were very accommodating. 

 



Still, putting it all together was a lot of hard work which took about six months. 

 

Both Somers and Kelly agreed that the location was ideal. 

 

“It’s basically a park. It’s open from dawn to dusk. But the historic buildings were closed in 2006,” Kelly said. 

 

Somers said the RFP, thus far, has not been successful. 

 

“The Canal Society of New Jersey opens the museum and the buildings once a month in the summer, but right 

now, it is, for the most part, seriously underused,” she said. 

 

Denville’s Anthony Fontanarosa was selling ravioli and other fresh food from his truck, and said the experience 

at the festival was a good one. 

 

“This was definitely something new, and the weather is great,” he said. 

 

“I remember coming here, but I haven’t been here in probably five or six years,” he said. 

 

Many remembered the big name concerts- Bonnie Raitt, Ringo Starr- that once graced the village. 

 

“I remember those days,” he said. 

 

Robin Rickard of Knowlton was busy applying temporary tattoos, via her business Enshrine Design. 

 

“I am enthusiastic,” she said, when asked about the first festival. 

 

“I love life in these little enclaves of New Jersey.” 

 

Rebecca Dioda of Glen Gardner was running a spinning wheel, showing passers by how yarn is made, and 

spun. 

 

“We spin and weave and knit and so forth,” she said. 

 

“This festival is nice. We’ve already had some customers, and we are finding out about other festivals we can 

attend. It’s early yet, so we’re looking forward to the rest of the weekend,” she said. 

 

Adrianna Smith was watching her daughter, Magthalena, run about the lawn. A Philipsburg resident now, she 

grew up in Byram, and lived right alongside Waterloo Village. 

 

“This is great. I am so excited to be back here. I haven’t been in here in years. I was so excited just to walk on 

the property again,” she said. 

 

In another enclave, several environmental organizations set up booths. 

 

One of them was “Stop The Somerset Hills Power Plant” about a proposed solar farm in Bedminster. 



 

Another was the Roxbury Environmental Action Coalition (R.E.A.C.T.), a grass group formed this year to 

battle the former Fenimore landfill project in neighboring Roxbury Township and its associated problems. 

 

“We’ve probably had a dozen Roxbury residents stop by the table already,” R.E.A.C.T. President Bob Schultz 

said. 

 

“Some people know about the dump; some don’t. One couple bought a house last year, and didn’t even know 

about the dump. They’re right in Poet’s Peak (on Mooney Mountain) and didn’t even know it was there,” he 

said. 

 

“There’s people here from near and far, and that’s great,” Schultz said. 
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