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Picatinny Arsenal has suspended plans for a weapons testing “cavern” spurred by a 2008 mishap in which 

shrapnel was propelled from the U.S. Army base and through a Jefferson family’s roof. 

 

Picatinny spokesman Frank Misurelli told the New Jersey Herald that the SAFER (Safe Armaments Facility for 

Energetics) project was “put on hold pending additional funding and resolution of water infiltration issues.” 

 

The decision was made some time after Jan. 1, Misurelli said. 

 

Construction had never gotten underway on the project, which has been in the planning stages for at least three 

years and drawn criticism from some environmentalists. 

 

Picatinny, in 2012, estimated the cavern’s cost at $10 million, including $1.9 million in construction. 

 

The SAFER cavern was a much-publicized, dramatic reform unveiled by Picatinny in response to the April 11, 

2008 accident at the Jefferson home of Frederick and Cheryl Angle and their three children. 

 

No one was hurt, but the family’s cat was killed. 

 

The Angle family recently accepted a $100,000 settlement from the federal government. 

 

Misurelli said Picatinny expects to pursue and eventually implement a revised version. 

 

“Picatinny is pursuing other design to contain fragments and it is anticipated that a working faculty could be in 

place by 2016,” Misurelli said. 

 

Misurelli said that “all testing that has the potential to produce fragments” discharged from the base remains 

suspended, as has been the case since the 2008 accident. 

 

He did not immediately know whether Picatinny voluntarily put the project on hold, or was following an order 

further up the chain of command. 

 

The 6,500-acre base is the headquarters of the U.S. Army Armament Research, Development and Engineering 

Center (ARDEC). 
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Elliott Ruga, senior policy analyst for the Highlands Coalition, said his organization submitted a 21-page 

letter in opposition to SAFER in February 2012. 

 

“They had not considered the impact on groundwater. There were too many unknowns. They were going 

forward with it without knowing what the impact would be,” Ruga said on Thursday. 

 

As described in a 2012 environmental assessment for Picatinny by Booz Allen Hamilton, SAFER was to be 

used for testing of “insensitive munitions.” 

 

Such weapons were described as “the world’s most lethal ground force munitions that perform as they are 

intended, but are less prone to violent reaction when subject to impact from bullets and fragments, heat from 

fire, and shock from the neighboring explosions.” 

 

Insensitive munitions were the source of the 2008 mishap, the same report found. 

 

Picatinny engineers were testing ways to safely diffuse an explosive device when a two-pound metal fragment 

was accidentally discharged. It landed about a mile away on the unoccupied bed of Frederick and Cheryl 

Angle’s 10-year-old daughter, who was not home. 

 

No one was injured, but the family’s 14-year-old cat, Sarah, was killed. 

 

The Angle family sued in April 2012 after rejecting $7,396 offer. The government responded with a higher 

offer some time after a U.S. District Court judge, in May 2013, refused to dismiss the case. 

 

The $100,000 settlement was finalized Feb. 11. 
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