
 

Poetry celebrated on Main St., Boonton 

N.J. Highlands Coalition benefited from event 
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By ANTHONY LUSARDI Contributing Writer 

 

BOONTON --- Every first Friday of the month, Main Street comes alive with local merchants working together 

to provide shopping bargains and fun-filled experiences. 

 

On Friday, April 4, despite some rain, poetry was the main attraction, and since April is “National Poetry 

Month,” there was no better time for the “Poets on Main Street” event. 

 

And, the non-profit New Jersey Highlands Coalition was the beneficiary of some of the proceeds from the 

events. 

 

For example, at Heavenly Temptations, a spoken word performance was given by poet Wendy Goetz of 

Frelinghuysen. 

 

She is a 2008 Twin Poetry Featured Artist and writes poems that are environmental-based accompanied with 

musical composition created by her husband, Robert. 

 

“Poets on Main is wonderful,” said Goetz who believes the First Friday event “uplifts” the businesses on Main 

Street, just as she says her poetry uplifts a reader’s consciousness. 

 

“They’re uplifting the businesses and it’s a great place for the community to come together, be outside and 

speak despite the rain,” Goetz said. 

 

At Eyewear by Evie, Morristown poet Gail Fishman Gerwin gave a reading of poems from both her books, 

“Sugar and Sand” and “Dear Kinfolk.” 

 

“I read last year for Poets on Main and I feel the event, especially during National Poetry Month, enables people 

to experience poets and poetry in venues that are unique,” said Gerwin. 

 

“And I feel that the Main Street merchants are very generous in facilitating the event. I’m very gratified that I 

was asked to return.” 

 

Gerwin specializes in narrative poetry and is the founder of a freelance writing/edit firm in Morristown and an 

associate poetry editor of the journal, “Tiferet.” 

 



At Bobby’s News & Gifts, an open mic session was held with Chatham poet Marcia Ivans hosting. She is also a 

member of Women Who Write, Inc., of Morris County, and has self-published three books of poetry, including 

“Yesterday a Collection of Thoughts.” 

 

“It’s a great idea where all poets can be heard,” said Ivans. “They’re not your typical venues, art galleries, 

restaurants, etc., but they invite poets to read their works.” 

 

Furthermore, at Compton Gallery, amateur poets were invited to write poems on its walls, inspired by the 

artwork it displayed that day. The gallery intends to select certain poems for display at a special Earth Day 

reception from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 20. 

 

Yet, Poets on Main wasn’t the only event to share the spotlight last week. 

 

The entire evening was also devoted to other arts and entertaining venues to help benefit and sponsor the efforts 

of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition. 

 

The Highland Coalition is a network of non-profit organizations devoted to protecting the 860,000-acres 

Highlands Region, where forests and swamps naturally filter the supply of clean drinking water for more than 

five million state residents in 16 counties. 

 

The Highlands Region also goes through the states of Pennsylvania, New York and Connecticut. 

 

For this other First Friday event, art galleries and other businesses like Compton and Black River held exhibits 

featuring artworks that were inspired by the natural beauty of the Highlands landscape. 

 

Maxfield’s on Main, a music house and kitchen, held a welcoming reception in collaboration with the 

Highlands Coalition with their own mixer and art exhibit upstairs, while live musical performances were 

performed downstairs by musician and artist Nadine LaFond, classical/jazz guitarist Justin Sabaj, and finally, 

The Paul Garguilo Band. 

 

The Cask & Kettle Homebrew, formerly the Skyclad gallery, held its own art exhibit that featured paintings of 

threatened and endangered wild plants and animals of the Highlands Region. 

 

“I think it’s wonderful and being able to spread awareness in a creative way is something that stands out,” said 

Denville artist Christina Signorelli whose artwork was featured in Cask & Kettle’s exhibit. 

 

“The mission of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition is to ‘protect, restore, and enhance’ the natural and cultural 

resources of the New Jersey Highlands,” said Bryan McElroy, a consultant for the Coalition and producer of the 

Main Street event. 

 

“We consider Boonton’s art district to be a cultural resource.” 

 

Even many artists and writers themselves considered this First Friday event to be a great opportunity not only to 

showcase their crafts, but to help the environment by celebrating its natural beauty. 

 



“It’s good for the region and the state in general,” said photographer Bruce Frazier whose nature pictures were 

on display at Compton Gallery. 

 

“I think New Jersey has a bad reputation to people outside the state.” 

 

Photographer Sue Kenney, who is also co-owner of the Black River Gallery, along with photographer Catherine 

Day, has a personal connection to the celebration for the Highlands Region. Her work often features landscapes 

of the region, namely that of the Black River (hence the name of the gallery), which runs through the area. 

 

“I love the river,” said Kenney. 

 

“I would shoot it in all seasons and at all lighting conditions. I have an affinity with the Black River.” 

 

For the event, Kenney and Day displayed a couple of works that featured areas within the Highlands Regions to 

benefit the coalition. 

 

Spectators and visitors for Poets on Main and the Highlands Coalition benefit thought the causes of the dual 

events were perfect for the area. 

 

“It’s lovely and needed in the community,” said Erica Phillips who is also a big fan of Wendy Goetz’s musical, 

environmental-based poetry. 

 

“It’s divine and has a jingle that stays with you.” 

 

Both celebrations occurred from the afternoon to about 10:30 p.m., with music playing throughout the night, 

poetic verses being recited, and new artworks resting on gallery walls for curious eyes. 

 

In the future, Boonton Main Street intends to hold a Weekend of Art from May 2 to May 4; another celebration 

of the arts that will flow from all the community’s art galleries. 
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