
Highlands rep asks Cedar 

Grove for support  

May 7, 2014    Last updated: Wednesday, May 7, 2014, 9:04 AM  

BY DAN ROSENBLUM 

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Verona-Cedar Grove Times 

 

times file photo  

How might a change in acceptable groundwater impurities in the northwestern part of the state 

affect Cedar Grove? 

In the pocketbook, according to one environmental advocate. 

During a Cedar Grove council meeting last month, New Jersey Highlands Coalition Outreach 

Director George Stafford asked the governing body to pass a resolution that would support 

preserving a rural swath known as the New Jersey Highlands. 

"The real issue for communities like yours, that receive water from the Highlands, is that those 

extra amounts of waste that are put into the groundwater have to be removed before they can be 

distributed to your communities," he said. "And that's an extra cost." 

Six years ago, planners developed a master plan to abide by a 2004 state law looking at 

preserving open space and natural resources including water. This year, the Highlands Coalition 

will reconsider the master plan and there was a move to increase the amount of nitrate allowed in 

the ground. 

While nitrates occur naturally in soil, they can runoff into water supplies from home lawns, 

fertilizers, farms, and faulty septic systems, according to the state Department of Health. 

Consuming too many can lead to health issues. The more nitrate allowed in the water, Stafford 

said, the more expensive it is to remove. 



Pohatcong Township in Warren County recently passed a resolution asking the state to tax towns 

that receive its water, arguing that the increase developmental controls are impacting its tax rolls, 

Stafford said.  

He disputed that claim. "This has been characterized as a political question or an ideological 

question, but it's really about a regional water situation," he said.  

Cedar Grove gets anywhere from 50 to 75 percent of its water from Highlands-based sources, 

according to a document provided by Stafford. (More than three-quarters of Verona's water also 

comes from the same sources.)  

Over-development in those towns also threatens potential flooding downstream, Stafford said.  

"For every acre that you pave over or roof over in the Highlands, you create annually, four 

million gallons of runoff," he said. 

The Highlands Coalition is a group urging sustainability and preservation-oriented development 

on an area covering seven counties, including Warren, Morris and Hunterdon counties 

Stafford said he's been going to local government bodies asking for support and provided the 

council a resolution that "strongly supports" the goals of both the master plan and the 2004 law. 

So far, Glen Ridge, North Caldwell, Millburn, Bloomfield and Caldwell are among the towns 

that have passed the non-binding resolution, according to Stafford. 

Mayor Robert O'Toole told Stafford the council would consider the proposal at a future meeting.  

 


