
 

Historic Waterloo Village coming back 

Ellen S. Wilkowe, Special to the Daily Record; 1:07 a.m. EDT June 1, 2014 

 

Waterloo Village, the historic Morris Canal village that hosted school tours and was home to 

concerts and festivals before the foundation that ran it went bankrupt, has been working its way 

back and will take some big leaps in that direction this summer. 

 

"There has been a gradual reopening of Waterloo and we are slowly bringing in a handful of 

events as we improve our facilities," Department of Environmental Protection spokesman Larry 

Ragonese said. 

 

The DEP's Division of Parks and Forestry assumed stewardship in 2007 after the Waterloo Arts 

Foundation, which had leased the village from the state for about 40 years, went bankrupt. From 

the 1970s until 2000, Waterloo hosted national acts including The Moody Blues, Elvis Costello, 

Bob Dylan, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Willie Nelson and the Lollapalooza music festival. 

 

"Waterloo was a destination which fell on hard times and we want to revive it," said Ragonese. 

 

In 2008, the state opened Waterloo Village to the public for passive recreation, and in 2009 

resumed tours for school groups. To date, the DEP has committed more than $600,000 to the 

restoration of Waterloo Village. 

 

Nonprofits can now rent the field for $1200 which goes toward maintenance, administration and 

repairs of the field, plus a $5 parking fee which is funneled back to the park, said Ragonese. 

Once such rental is the St. Michaels School of Netcong which took over the concert field on 

Thursday for its first annual Italian Festival, a benefit to raise money for upgrades to its own 

facilities. The festival ends today. 

 

It's all part of the state's Sustainable Park Plan, an initiative designed to raise revenue to keep 50 

plus historic sites such as Waterloo, plus 39 of New Jersey's state parks open by expanding 

programming and events to attract more residents, said Ragonese. 

 

"The goal is to make the parks more self-sustaining," he said. 

 

On the national and state historical registries, Waterloo Village is a restored 19th century canal 

town, which was the half-way point in the 102 mile trip along the Morris Canal, which ran from 

Jersey City to Phillipsburg. 

 

With a canal lock and inclined plane, the village evolved into a small inland port on the trip from 

the Delaware River to the Hudson River. With the advent of railroads, the canal became 



obsolete, but 26 buildings still remain. 

 

Among the groups the state has been working with during the revival are the Friends of Waterloo 

Village, which has raised enough money to restore the roofs on the Blacksmith Shop and 

gristmill, according to Bob Barth, vice-chairman of the Friends of Waterloo Village, and past 

president of the New Jersey Canal Society. 

 

This was accomplished primarily through its annual Harvest Moon Festivals, which are typically 

held on site in October. The evening consisted of an art auction, local food and beverage 

samplings and live music. Tickets were $30 per person or $50 per couple. 

 

The Canal Society of New Jersey holds canal and heritage days, which attract hundreds of 

visitors. The nonprofit raises money through membership, grant money and donations from 

patrons. Admission to canal and heritage days is free, but donations are encouraged. 

 

"We enjoy hosting the public, engaging our visitors and want to see them come in numbers," said 

Joe Macasek, current president of the Canal Society. 

 

In existence since 1969, the organization was conceived to study the history of New Jersey's two 

tow path canals, preserve canal remains and educate the public on the canals' histories. 

 

The first of the summer's Waterloo Canal Days kicks off June 28. 

 

"Three organizations -- The Canal Society of New Jersey, Friends of Waterloo, and Winakung at 

Waterloo - are working hard in cooperation with state parks to keep Waterloo open," Macasek 

said 

 

In taking the exploration and interpretation of Waterloo a step further, Bob Barth initiated two 

years ago Sunday Walks at Waterloo. 

 

The 1.5 hour walks examine the history of Waterloo Village and life during its heyday. The 

village's blacksmith shop, gristmill and the Smith Store are featured in the walks. The walk also 

offer a glimpse inside the New Jersey Canal Society Museum, which is housed at Waterloo. 

Following the walk, participants can continue on for a two-mile hike to the inclined plane to the 

Morris Canal. 

 

In its fourth year, the nonprofit Winakung at Waterloo has been conducting educational tours 

with school groups at the village. 

 

Founded by Byram resident and research interpretative specialist Andrea Proctor, the programs 

try to bring to the village to life. One program focuses on the recreated Lenape Village located 

within Waterloo Village. Winakung is a Lenape word that means "Place of Sassafras." 

 

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition was the most recent outside group to breathe new life into 

at Waterloo. 

 



In September, the Boonton-based nonprofit produced its first annual Highlands Festival to 

raise awareness about water and other natural resources of the New Jersey Highlands 

region, and to also help fund the 2014 Small Grants Program, which supports local 

grassroots organization. 

 

"The festival has several objectives, one being to promote the New Jersey Highlands region 

and also to promote nonprofit members, of which there are 85 small grassroots 

environmentally-oriented organizations," said Lisa Kelly, festival coordinator. 

 

With an additional mission to protect historical and recreational resources, the coalition 

opted to hold the festival at Waterloo for its "unique history," said Kelly. 

 

"It's a perfect place and a great location," she said. "Plus, it's in the Highlands region." 

 

Primarily a fundraiser for the coalition, the organization pays rental permit plus charges 

parking fees, both of which directly benefit Waterloo, she said. 

 

Last year's event attracted 1500 people over two days. 

 

This year's festival is scheduled for Sept. 20-21 and a recruitment effort is underway for 

entertainers and sponsors. Tickets can be purchased online for $15 for a one-day admission 

or $25 for two days. Children under 12 are free. 

 

In addition to interpretative and educational activities, Waterloo Village is open for passive 

recreation daily from sunrise to sunset. The Waterloo Village Historic Site Office is open 

Wednesday-Sunday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 

The Waterloo United Methodist church also holds weekly Sunday services at 10 a.m. and 9:30 

a.m. from July 6 until August 30. 

 

In continuing the Christie Administrations to bring more amenities to the state park system, the 

DEP announced the leasing of the Meeting House Compound at Waterloo Village to a full-

service catering company. 

 

Philadelphia-based high-end caterer, Jeffery A. Miller Catering (JAM), was the successful bidder 

for the contract to lease and manage the compound. The facility, while not historic in nature, sits 

adjacent to the Waterloo Historic District and includes the meeting house, comfort station, gift 

shop and gazebo. 

 

Upon its estimated fall completion, the facility will be available for functions including business 

meetings, picnics holiday parties and other special events. 

 

"JAM plans to refurbish the existing event space and assist in building restoration, bringing a 

new sense of vibrancy to Waterloo Village," said DEP Special Project Adviser Lou Valente. 

"This partnership is good for the state, the caterer – and, most important, for the public." 



What's happening at Waterloo 

First annual St. Michaels School Italian Festival 

Waterloo Concert Field, 1053 Waterloo Rd., Stanhope 

A benefit for facilities upgrade at St. Michaels School in Netcong. Today is the last day. 

http://www.smsitalianfest.com/ 

Gate admission: Free 

Parking fee: $5 

Additional cost for children and adult rides, games, international food, vendors, beer and wine 

garden, daily entertainment/events and signature fireworks display 

 

New Jersey Canal Society presents: 

 

Waterloo Canal Days: Saturday June 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

Waterloo Canal Heritage Days: Saturdays: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

July 12, 26 

Aug. 9, 30 

Sept. 13, 27 

Oct. 11, Oct. 25 

Cost: Free (donation encouraged) 

http://canalsocietynj.org/2014canaldaymainboard.html 

 

Sundays in Waterloo Walk Dates: July 13, August 17, October 5 

Time: 1 p.m. 

Cost: Free (donation encouraged) 

Register by contacting Bob Barth at bbarth@att.net or 201-401-3121. 

http://friendsofwaterloovillage.com/ 

 

Highlands Festival at Waterloo: A Celebration of All Things Local 

Sept. 20 – 21 

Tickets online: $15 for one day, $25 for weekend pass 

Tickets at gate: $25 for one day, $40 for weekend pass 

Children under 12, free 

Parking fee: $5 

http://highlandsfestivalatwaterloo.org 

 

To learn more: www.friendsofwaterloovillage.com, www.CanalSocietyNJ.org, 

www.winakungatWaterloo.com; www.waterloochurch.com. 
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