
 
 

 

 
 

Roxbury dump protestors stage rally in Trenton 

Posted: Wednesday, July 30, 2014 12:30 pm 

By MIKE CONDON Editor 

 

ROXBURY TWP. – About two dozen protestors- many of them township residents- took the 

battle against how the state is handling the Fenimore landfill to Trenton on Tuesday, July 29. 

 

“We are here because we completely disagree with what has happened at Fenimore,” Roxbury 

Environmental Action Coalition (R.E.A.C.T.) President Bob Schultz said at the rally, which was 

held outside Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) offices on State Street in Trenton. 

 

“This is a travesty that has happened to the people of Roxbury because of the Gov. Chris Christie 

administration. We are here to protest them and to show that we will not put up with  what has 

gone on here, and we will continue to fight this tooth and nail until Roxbury is restored to its 

natural state,” Schultz said. 

 

Many wore gasmasks and carried signs decrying the DEP’s decision to cap the landfill, rather 

than haul out the construction debris and other material that had been dumped at the Mooney 

Mountain site over the course of the past three years. 

 

The DEP this month awarded a nearly $10 million contract to a construction firm which will, 

essentially, fill in the landfill with dirt, creating a natural cap. 

 

The New Jersey Sierra Club and the New Jersey Highlands Coalition joined R.E.A.C.T. at the 

protest Tuesday. 

 

“It’s outrageous that the DEP would do this,” Highlands Coalition Executive Director Julia 

Somers said. 

 

“They are supposed to be protecting the public. Instead, they are causing this problem in 

Roxbury,” she said. 

 

It was Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey Sierra Club, who levied the harshest criticisms at the 

state and at the Christie administration. 

 



"Since the Governor and DEP will not go to Roxbury to meet with the people, we are bringing 

the people of Roxbury to Trenton,” he said. 

 

“We are here in front of this billboard today to remind DEP Commissioner Martin and Governor 

Christie of what they have done to this community,” he said, referring to a billboard that 

R.E.A.C.T. paid for showing a gas mask and referencing Roxbury’s plight. 

 

“They have taken what once was a wonderful community and a great place to raise your family 

and have turned it into a toxic nightmare. They have played politics with the lives of the people 

of Roxbury and have destroyed their community,” Tittel said. 

 

“This is because of Governor Christie's anti environmental agenda. It started out with Executive 

Order 2 which has weakened environmental protections to rules that are not stricter than the 

federal rules. It is the DEP allowing them to reopen the landfill filling it with wall board which 

has caused the problems in order to then supposedly close the landfill,” he said. 

 

“It is DEP's refusal to properly clean the site and remove all the waste. The DEP plan only calls 

for capping a third of the site. What about the rest of it? The only thing that smells worse than a 

landfill is the putrid stench of our government siding with polluters over people's health. 

 

"Instead of cleaning up the landfill, Governor Christie's political cronies are cleaning up with tax 

payers dollars. They are not actually cleaning the site. They are just capping the site allowing the 

nightmare to continue. The only thing they are actually covering up is what has happened at the 

site,” he said. 

 

“The Fenimore landfill  from the beginning has been political double dealings and filthy tricks. 

The only thing dirtier than this landfill has been all the dirty deals between Governor Christie 

and his buddies. 

 

"Ever since the Fenimorons at DEP took control of the Fenimore Landfill, things have been 

getting worse. Now with this current capping, we believe this plan will not work because 

landfills are not stable and caps will always fail at some point. Capping the site is the easiest and 

cheapest way to deal with the site, not the type of closure that will actually work,” Tittel said. 

 

“This site will be spewing noxious odors for the next 20 years unless the correct action is taken 

now.  The cap will fail and the nightmare will continue. Instead, we believe the DEP should 

require the removal of all construction debris especially the wall board and other materials that 

are giving off the hydrogen sulfide smell.  The only real cleanup plan is to remove the material 

and ship it to an appropriate landfill.  These materials should not be capped, but taken off site for 

proper disposal,” he said. 

 

“Hydrogen sulfide does cause health problems.  The levels at the site are many times above the 

health standard and people in the area have had problems.  We believe this site has become a 

health emergency and immediate action needs to be taken to remove the debris from the site. 

DEP has become the Department of Denying and Excusing Pollution. 

 



“The people of Roxbury have seen their environment ruined and health threatened. Instead of 

helping the people of Roxbury and fixing the problem, the Christie Administration continues to 

help his political buddies. Not only did they choose a politically connected firm, but they are 

spending 20 percent more than what they said it was going to cost. We are spending more money 

to not actually clean the site up. Instead this site needs to be closed, fully cleaned up and capped 

to protect the people of Roxbury,” he said. 

 

“This billboard will be a reminder everyday for what the Christie Administration has done to the 

people of Roxbury. We hope that this will lead to changes, but we doubt it. At least the people 

finally have a voice in front of the DEP building since they do not have a voice inside,” he said. 
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