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Map of Tewksbury Township near Route 78. The purple lines 

define the property owned by Bellemead Development Corp. The red dot is the site of the 

proposed discharge area of a proposed wastewater treatment plant. 

An appeal has been filed over the state Department of Environmental Protection's permit 

authorizing Bellemead Development Corp. to discharge 100,000 gallons per day of treated 

sewage into the North Branch of the Rockaway Creek. It's along the border of Tewksbury and 

Readington townships.  

The New Jersey Highlands Coalition and others are challenging the approval. They filed a brief 

with the Appellate Division of Superior Court on Thursday, April 9. 

The coalition is a private group, not to be confused with the Highlands Council, a state 

government agency. 

In the brief, the appellants assert that the pollution resulting from the discharge would degrade 

the quality of drinking water from the N.J. Highlands, which is a source of water to more than 

5.4 million residents of the state.  

"DEP refused to recognize that the NJ Highlands Act, the Regional Master Plan and Tewksbury's 

local rules changes have resulted in improved water quality protections since 2004." said 

attorney Aaron Kleinbaum of the Eastern Environment Law Center, who represents the 

Highlands Coalition and the other appellants. They are Readington Township, the Raritan 

Headwaters Association and NJ Sierra Club. 

http://cloud.siteencore.com/v1/loading.html#rotftwetu=aHR0cCUzQS8vbmplbnZpcm9ubWVudG5ld3MuY29tLzIwMTUvMDQvMTQvaGlnaGxhbmRzLWNvYWxpdGlvbi1hcHBlYWxpbmctYmVsbGVtZWFkcy1wZXJtaXQtdG8tZGlzY2hhcmdlLXRyZWF0ZWQtc2V3YWdlLWludG8tcm9ja2F3YXktY3JlZWsv&ibothsahtrtd=aHR0cCUzQS8vbWVkaWEubmouY29tL2h1bnRlcmRvbm5ld3NfaW1wYWN0L3Bob3RvL3Rld2tzYmVsbGVtZWFkbWFwanBnLWQ3ZTJiMWE1NmYxNjlhYTUuanBn&shtlp=aHR0cCUzQS8vd3d3Lm5qLmNvbS9odW50ZXJkb24tY291bnR5LWRlbW9jcmF0L2luZGV4LnNzZi8yMDE1LzA0L2hpZ2hsYW5kc19jb2FsaXRpb25fYXBwZWFsaW5nX2JlbGxlbWVhZHNfcGVybWl0X3RvLmh0bWw%3D&otisu=aHR0cCUzQS8vYWRzLmFkdmFuY2UubmV0L1JlYWxNZWRpYS9hZHMvY2xpY2tfbHguYWRzL3d3dy5uai5jb20vLy8vL0NsaWNrL05KT05MSU5FL0FkU3VwcGx5MDJfTkpfUm9TX1BvcHVuZGVyXzAxL2Fkc3VwcGx5LWNsaWNrcy5odG1sLw%3D%3D&x=-8&y=-8&w=1382&h=744&t=14290406984051&tokenID=EJCYTGDC6D4X4IDIARI3V9CS0WMN62G9&s=c2l0ZWVuY29yZS5jb20%3D


 

The disputed permit was originally issued in 1998 to serve proposed office development south of 

Route 78 Exit 24 in Tewksbury. At that time the office project had municipal and state 

approvals, but construction never commenced. In 2006, the DEP denied Bellemead's request for 

renewal of the permit because by then Bellemead had abandoned the office plan and wanted to 

use the permit for a high-density residential development. 

Then Bellemead appealed and eight years later, on July 1, 2014, the DEP issued the permit.  

 

George Cassa, a Highlands Coalition Board member said, "The appellants are making every 

effort to inform the Court by giving it a very clear picture of the events as they have occurred." 

One of those events was that new regulations under the 2004 Highlands Water Protection and 

Planning Act prohibit wastewater sewers in the Rt. 78 Office Area, including the Bellemead site.  

The DEP contends the permit pre-dates the Act, giving it grandfathered status, free from its 

requirements.  

 

The appellants besides the Highlands Coalition are Readington Township, the Raritan 

Headwaters Association and NJ Sierra Club. 

In their opinion, the 1998 permit cannot be grandfathered under the current DEP and NJ 

Highlands land use regulations, or under Tewksbury's current municipal zoning regulations. 

 


