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Fenimore landfill opponents clash with 

Highlands Council  

Carlucci bypassed for dump study committee 
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By PHIL GARBER Staff Writer  

MOUNT OLIVE TWP. - Criticism has grown over a special committee charged with 

determining if the controversial Fenimore landfill in Roxbury is leaching contaminants into 

Drake’s Brook that flows through Flanders. 

The committee, formed by the N.J. Highlands Council to review the potential environmental 

impacts of the landfill in Roxbury, will not include a member of the council who has the strong 

backing of a citizens group and a water protection advocacy group, both strong opponents of 

state plans for the closed landfill. 

Area residents who have been critical of the Highlands Council said the council will not name 

one of its members, Tracy Carluccio, to the so-called “Fenimore Water Committee” because she 

has been outspoken in criticism of prior council actions. 

The Highlands Council is appointed by Gov. Chris Christie, who has been critical of the state 

Highlands Act, which is the basis for the Highlands Council. 

The governor also names the commissioner of the state Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) which has a key role in the future of the Fenimore landfill. 

Carluccio said she has frequently clashed with the leadership of the Highlands Council. “I have 

been denied appointments to just about every committee I’ve asked to be appointed to,” said 

Carluccio. “They don’t want my point of view; they don’t want debate.” 

One key difference between Carluccio and the majority of the council is that she was appointed 

by former Democratic Gov. Jon Corzine. 



“I’m bringing a point of view that has obviously differed from the majority of the council,” she 

said.”A lot of it is because I wasn’t appointed by the current governor.” 

Among her differences with the majority on the council, Carluccio said she wants subcommittee 

meetings held in public. She also wants the council to withdraw its support for construction of a 

solar panel farm at the landfill if it is capped. 

One of her strongest points of contention is that Carluccio wants the council to take a more 

active role in examining potential pollution to underground water supplies at the Fenimore 

landfill. 

“The council could be doling a lot more to gather data on surface and groundwater. There needs 

to be a broader examination of the data,” Carluccio said. 

“My major concern is that there needs to be an examination in an objective way.” 

Julia Somers, director of the N.J. Highlands Coalition, said Carluccio should have been named to 

the special committee. 

Somers said the Highlands Council Chairman Jim Rilee and Vice Chair Kurt Alstede have 

“systematically done everything they can to freeze Tracy out of all decision making, which is a 

travesty for the public because she is the most knowledgeable about water issues. 

“Everything the council does is filtered through Trenton,” Somers said. 

“Trenton doesn’t want someone knowledgeable questioning their actions.” 

The Fenimore Water Committee was created on March 19 to review data collected regarding 

environmental impact of the Fenimore landfill on the water downstream from the landfill 

including Ledgewood Brook and ground water. At the time, Alstede of Chester Township named 

members of the committee to include council member Michael Dressler of Creskill, as the chair, 

with council members Carl Richko of West Milford and Michael Francis of Hopatcong. 

Carluccio asked to serve but was not named by Alstede. 

Alstede reiterated at the April 16 meeting that he will not appoint Carluccio of East Amwell to 

the three-person committee. Carluccio is deputy director of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network. 

Alstede has been leading all discussion regarding the Fenimore Landfill because Rilee has 

stepped down because he is mayor of Roxbury. 

Rotten Smell 

Residents began reporting smelling an odor like rotten eggs coming from the landfill in 

November 2012. Officials said the odor was caused by decaying gypsum dumped the abandoned 

landfill by its current owners. Local activists complained of possible environmental and health 

impacts of the dump and called on the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to 



truck out the landfill contents. The DEP, however, determined that the area should be capped to 

prevent further pollution. 

The Roxbury Environmental Action CoaliTion (REACT) and the Sierra Club have both been 

very critical of the DEP actions at the dump. 

Alstede would not comment on why he did not name Carluccio but said he wanted to name 

members to “evaluate objectively” the landfill and that the three appointees are “extremely 

qualified.” 

“We formed the committee to evaluate objectively the Fennimore situation,” Alstede said on 

Friday. “My job as chair on this issue is to appoint people I feel are best qualified to fulfill the 

mission of this committee.” 

Alstede said the committee was not formed as a “watchdog” over the state Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) but rather to act as a “partner with the DEP and Roxbury.” 

“This is by no means a statement that the Highlands Council is suspicious (of the DEP),” Alstede 

said. 

Appointed to the council in June 2011, Dressler has a long history in Republican politics. He was 

a Cresskill Town Councilman and mayor and is currently a Bergen County Surrogate Judge. He 

also was counsel to the Bergen County Freeholders and was counsel to the N.J. Sports and 

Exposition Authority, according to a biography provided by the N.J. Highlands Council. 

Richko is a former mayor of West Milford Township and serves as a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Pequannock River Coalition, a member of the Passaic County Open Space and 

Farmland Preservation Committee, and Vice Chairman of the Highlands Municipal Property Tax 

Stabilization Board. 

He is a retired Sparta school teacher and was named to the council in 2010, according to the 

biography. 

Francis is a member of the Hopatcong Borough Council and the Sussex County Planning Board. 

He also serves as chairman of the Hopatcong Borough Council Finance Committee and is a 

member of the Hopatcong Borough Planning Board. Francis was appointed to the council in 

2009. 

Carluccio, a member of the council since 2004, is the deputy director of the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network, a nonprofit organization that provides environmental advocacy, volunteer 

monitoring programs, stream restoration projects, and public education. 

Carluccio has been employed as an environmental advocate since 1989, working throughout the 

Delaware Watershed in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York and Delaware. She has coauthored 

two publications for the Delaware Riverkeeper Network and presented papers at scientific 

conferences, the biography said. 



Carluccio was previously executive director of a government water resources authority in 

Pennsylvania and a non-profit environmental organization. 

She is serving her fifth year as chair of the Amwell Township Board of Health and has served on 

several township boards, intermunicipal steering committees and community organizations, 

including Del-AWARE Unlimited, the ANJEC Regional Board, the Sourland Planning Council, 

and the Hunterdon County Conservation District Board. She has an undergraduate degree from 

the University of North Carolina and has taken courses at Rutgers University Cook College in 

Environmental Science. 

At the meeting, REACT Chairman Robert Schultz of Randolph Township said Carluccio should 

be on the special committee. 

“We feel she is the most experienced on water issues,” Schultz said. “We implore the council to 

appoint her.” 

Another REACT member, Bob Mederos of Ledgewood, was equally critical. 

“How can you not take the most qualified,” Mederos said. “I looked up her credentials; they’re 

outstanding.” 

Carl Panetta of Roxbury also supported Carluccio. 

“This young lady knows what is going on and you don’t want her on the committee,” Panetta 

said. 

REACT has formed a petition drive to get Carluccio appointed to the special committee. As of 

last week, 200 people had signed the change.org petition. 

“Ms. Carluccio, who has requested to be on the committee but was denied, would be an 

invaluable asset to study the affects of Fenimore on the water,” said a statement on the petition. 

“Ms. Carluccio is a strong supporter of the environment and someone the people of Roxbury 

trust. Since the Fenimore project is a political hot potato filled with controversy, lack of 

transparency, and rules that were not followed, the residents of Roxbury ask that Ms. Carluccio, 

who has a vast array of experience with water, be added to the committee.” 

 

http://change.org/

