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Common Forestry Myths:  
 

What the timber industry doesn’t want you to know.

Myth 1 Young trees accumulate more carbon at a faster rate than older trees.
Fact Trees accumulate more carbon as they age and grow and their growth rate increases 

with time.1

Myth 2 Durable wood products” are a good carbon storage solution.
Fact Only a fraction of harvested wood ends up in a durable product.2 Substituting wood 

for other materials is overhyped and actually reduces carbon storage.3 Intact, living 
forests continue to accumulate carbon indefinitely.

Myth 3 Forest biomass is a renewable, carbon neutral fuel.
Fact Trees may grow back if the forest is not converted to another land use, but it takes 

decades to over a century, and we don’t have that much time. Burning forest biomass 
emits more carbon dioxide than coal.4

Myth 4  Logging boosts forest resistance to pests and pathogens.
Fact Preemptive logging of threatened trees does not make forests more resistant. Dead 

trees can’t pass on genes for disease resistance. 5

Myth 5 Logging can increase forest resilience.
Fact Unmanaged, old forests are most resilient to climate change, support the greatest 

species diversity, and produce the highest levels of ecosystem services.6

Myth 6 Logging increases biological diversity.
Fact Older New England forests are a complex mosaic of habitats that support the full 

suite of native species. Intact, unlogged forests are the most diverse of terrestrial 
ecosystems.7 Old forests once dominated New England but cover less than a fraction 
of 1% today. Logging harms far more species than it helps.8

Myth 7 There is a shortage of “young forest” habitat.
Fact There is enough land in New England for species that prefer early successional 

habitat. Historically, young forests occurred in a small fraction of the northeastern 
landscape in mostly small openings.9

Myth 8 Logging is necessary to keep forests healthy.
Fact Forests are complex, adaptive systems, capable of taking care of themselves. 

Northeastern forests thrive when left alone, as shown by the condition of over 3 
million acres of constitutionally protected “Forever Wild” forest in NY State.

Myth 9 Only so-called “working” forests subject to logging are safe from development.
Fact Public forestlands are already protected from most forms of development. The 

greatest threat to public forests is logging.10

Conclusion
Public forests should be cared for to serve the greatest good. The best way to do that  is to 
leave them undisturbed, especially now, in the face of the climate and biodiversity crises.11
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