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green roofs and other systems that will solve the problem. If thousands of properties shoulder the costs 
the impact to any one property would be quite low. Properties that implement their own stormwater 
management measures would have their fee reduced accordingly. By participating in a stormwater utility 
and paying the necessary fees, property owners are also protecting their property values, as property 
values would tank if Lake Hopatcong beaches were regularly closed due to harmful algae blooms. 

Not heeding the warning:Some ignoring Lake Hopatcong 'no swimming' advisory 

Green infrastructure projects have the added value of improving the character of the community because 
they are constructed with natural systems — plants, trees, gardens, etc., which serve to enhance the 
community’s landscape. 

 
              Signs on the closed beach at Hopatcong State Park warn residents of the Harmful Algae Bloom 
               at Lake Hopatcong on Monday, July 1, 2019, in Landing, NJ.  
             (Photo: Danielle Parhizkaran/NorthJersey.com) 

 
Of course the option exists to do nothing. And that is what the District 24 Legislators are advocating. 
Misleadingly calling a stormwater utility fee a “tax,” Sen. Steve Oroho, and Assemblymen Parker Space 
and Harold Wirths, are pressing the towns around Lake Hopatcong and in their district to pass 
resolutions not to establish stormwater utilities. They claim that “municipalities already have stormwater 
systems in place that manage stormwater.” 

Not really. Municipalities only role in stormwater management is in requiring new construction projects to 
incorporate stormwater systems. There is no entity anywhere funding stormwater solutions for what is 
already built. And certainly, whatever stormwater management systems there are in place now, they are 
inadequate in addressing the pollution of Lake Hopatcong. 

We can sit back and watch the livelihoods of those who depend on a swimmable and fishable Lake 
Hopatcong wither away, the attraction for those who visit the lake to disappear and property values 
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diminish. Or we can tackle the problem, effectively and equitably, by ignoring the District 24 
representatives in Trenton and making the Lake great again. 

Elliott Ruga is Policy & Communications Director of the New Jersey Highlands Coalition. 
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